
by Jodee Hunger

Imagine losing your job 
and being disowned by 
your spouse, family, and 

friends because of an HIV/
AIDS diagnosis. This is the 
reality in Africa.  

But CARE for AIDS 
(CFA) holistically and lov-
ingly addresses the emotional, 
social, financial, physical 
and spiritual needs of such a 
person. With help from CFA, 

people with HIV are living an 
additional 20-25 years. And 
because these people, many of 
them parents, are living longer, 
there will be approximately 
18,529 orphan-less children 
raised by one or both parents!

In September, along with 
my husband and three other 
couples, I left Bay Village and 
traveled to Nairobi, Kenya, on 
a CFA “Impact Trip” to learn 
more. 
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A nearly life-size crèche representing the first Christmas in Bethlehem is displayed in the 
outpatient lobby at St. John Medical Center in Westlake. The traditional scene contains Mary, 
Joseph and the Three Wise Men – Melchior, a Persian scholar; Caspar, an Indian scholar; and 
Balthazar, a Babylonian scholar – bringing their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. A shepherd 
boy, with a lamb around his shoulders, and an angel who visited the shepherds bringing them 
“good tidings of great joy,” announcing the birth of Jesus, complete the nativity scene. The 
newborn baby Jesus will be placed in the manger on Christmas eve.

faith & spirituality

Thanks for a great year of 
community involvement!
As 2016 comes to a close with the 
Observer’s last issue of the year, we 

offer a most heartfelt appreciation for 
the hundreds of volunteers who have 
helped create, edit and distribute the 
community’s newspaper over the last 
12 months. We are also grateful to our 

civic-minded advertisers, whose financial 
support makes each issue possible. 

And of course, to the many thousands 
of readers who make the Observer 

the most popular newspaper 
in our communities.

Happy holidays, Westlake and 
Bay Village. See you in 2016!

by VICTor ruTkoSkI

The Westlake Kiwanis held a RePlay 
for Kids project on Tuesday, Dec. 8, at 
Westlake Porter Public Library. Twelve 

members and three guests volunteered their 
time to work on the toys.

They adapted the toys so they can be 
used by children with disabilities. It involves 
taking the toys apart and installing switches 
which can be used to make the toys oper-
ate in various ways, such as blowing into a 
tube or touching with the side of a head. They 
managed to complete a 30 toys which is the 
most they have ever done. As usual, Natalie 
Wardega, director of operations for RePlay for 
Kids, led the group.

To learn more about volunteering with 

RePlay For Kids, a non-profit organiza-
tion based in Medina, check their website 
at replayforkids.org for dates and times of 
future workshops. They also accept dona-
tions of new or gently used toys and mon-
etary donations.

If you’re interested in helping with project 
like this why not join the Westlake Kiwanis, a 
hands-on community organization dedicated 
to helping children. Contact George Christ at 
440-871-3980 or gchrist44140@yahoo.com. 

Kiwanis adapt 
toys for disabled 
in time for 
Christmas

“Good tidings      
   of great joy”

Westlake kiwanians Alex krystnak, Bob 
Clancy and norm resko adapt toys at 
Porter Library on dec. 8.
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A toddler sits among the trash in kiganjo, kenya.
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Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 

photographing and delivering this newspaper. 

      The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a hyperlocal 
community newspaper and website written by,  for 
and about the residents of  Westlake and Bay Village,  
providing perspectives and information about topics and 
events in our community. The mission of the Westlake | 
Bay Village Observer is to inform, involve and energize 
the community through citizen participation of the 700+ 
community volunteers. All Westlake and Bay Village 
residents are invited to participate.

Observer Guidelines
      Want to submit an article to the Observer? We’d love to 
hear from you! Here are some guidelines to keep in mind 
when writing for the Observer:
•	Anyone who lives or works in Westlake or Bay Village is 

encouraged to contribute. 
•	Aim for 300-500 word articles. 
•	Photos should be jpegs & a minimum of  2 megabytes 

in size. 
•	Submit original stories and photos. Don’t copy others’ 

work and remember to credit your sources.
•	Review our Observer FAQs on our website at: 

wbvobserver.com
•	Ask questions! We’re here to help you at every step 

along the way. Don’t hesitate to come to us for advice 
or help with topics,  content or the submission process. 
Staff contact information is listed below.

To join in, sign up through the Member Center at 
wbvobserver.com/members to submit your stories, photos 
and events.                                      

All content should be submitted through the Member 
Center, not by email.

Letters to the editor (max. 300 words) may be sent 
to tara@wbvobserver.com. Please include full contact 
information. 

The views and opinions expressed in this publication 
do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of the 
Westlake | Bay Village Observer staff.
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KENYA from front page

One day we visited Jane – a woman in 
her 40s, bedridden and abandoned by her 
family who live just feet away. She lives in 
a space less than half the size of a shipping 
container. There is no electricity or formal 
system of sanitation or clean water. The 
open door provides the only light.

When we reached Jane’s rusting, cor-
rugated iron home, we waited while she 
made herself presentable. We noticed how 
Jane’s door had been used like a message 
board to greet visitors, proclaim her faith 
and do a little accounting, too. Barely vis-
ible, scratched on the thin sheet metal wall 
adjacent to her front door, were the words 
“As for me and my house…” The rest had 
faded, but we knew the ending, “…we will 
worship the Lord.” (Joshua 24:15).   

Jane sat on her pallet and greeted us 
with a smile so big, it illuminated the dim-
ness inside. 

Jane’s eyes were bright despite her 
frail and failing frame. They twinkled with 
gratitude for our visit. I felt like a visiting 
dignitary. She couldn’t stop 
smiling, and neither could we.

We were the only visitors 
Jane would receive until the 
next CFA staff member visits 
her, bringing a weekly parcel of 
food, counseling and care. We 
knew where Jane’s hope came 
from – her unflinching faith 
in Jesus. It was written on the 
outside wall of her home, and 
treasured in the hidden places 
of her heart.

Another day we played 
with the children of Kiganjo. 
After a bumpy van ride through 
crowded streets littered with 

debris and lined with ramshackle stalls, 
there sat a bold purple single-story church 
on a scorched lot. As we entered the church 
a chorus of children’s voices rang out in 
Swahili. A joy-filled youth leader directed 
the children in song as they awaited our 
arrival. There must have been 75 children 

sitting in the pews, feet dangling and 
swinging. 

Word reached the area that the 
muzungus (“white people”) had arrived 
and more children showed up. Some ran. 
Some giggled. Some waved. Some were 
tentative and shy. Others stood far off – 
wanting to see without being seen. Many 
of the children wore tattered, dirt-stained 
clothing and were barefoot. 

One toddler sat among the trash. I 
thought she’d been left alone. But then 
I noticed an older boy standing sentry, 
along with some kindergarten-aged boys 
who romped close at hand. This particular 
group of children stood unmoved, visible 
longing in their chocolate-brown eyes as I 
repeatedly motioned “come” or “kuja” in 
Swahili. I wondered if these young ones 
came from an HIV-positive home and if 
culture had sadly taught them that they 
were unwelcome. Gradually, they inched 
forward and after significant coaxing, they 
joined the fun.

Continents, color and culture no 
longer separated us. Together we played 
games, sang songs and crafted bead 

necklaces. Snapping pho-
tographs with a digital 
camera drew them close. 
The children smiled and 
laughed, wanting more, 
drawing so near the camera 
lens could no longer focus. 
Squeals of delight, thumbs-
up signs and laughter rang 
out. Uncontainable, unex-
plainable joy blew like the 
wind – in, through, and all 
around us. Young, unlined 
faces reflected hope and a 
future and we surely felt the 
presence of Immanuel, God 
with us.

Going on this trip was never even 
on my radar. We went to dinner at the end 
of June with two couples who had signed 
up to go. They suggested we consider join-
ing them. Never in a gazillion years did 
I think we would, but 80 days later my 
husband and I found ourselves on a plane 
bound for Nairobi. And today, just shy of 
three months after our return, images of 
the Kenyan children, people, places and 
experiences still inhabit my thoughts. 
Hoping to make a small difference in the 
lives of others, I realize now the impact 
they have had on my own. 

St. John’s Medical Center 
chaplain Sister Kendra 
Bottoms is handed a 

medallion from the hospital’s 
Tree of Life during a Dec. 3 
memorial service. Inscribed on 
the back with the name of a hos-
pital volunteer or an employee 
who has passed away during 
the past year, the mementos 
are taken down from the Tree 
of Life wall mural and presented 
to relatives following a service in 
the hospital’s chapel. 

hospital’s tree of life ceremony remembers loved ones
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Jane, pictured at left, in her home.

deliverance Church in kiganjo, kenya.

Children of kiganjo stand outside deliverance Church.
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Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation Centers

New Interactive Therapy at Rae-Ann Suburban

For therapy and rehabilitation after surgery or a 
hospital stay, come to Rae-Ann Suburban.

With one of the best therapy and wound care  
teams in the region and a modern, new therapy 
gym, we can help you achieve your highest level  
of independent functioning.

More than 80% of our rehab patients successfully 
return home. And we’re the only West-side facility 
with Omni VR® Virtual Reality equipment for a 
real-time interactive therapy environment.

Discover why U.S. News has named Rae-Ann 
Suburban “One of America’s Best” for six 
consecutive years. Call (440) 835-3004 or visit 
rae-ann.net today.

 Local. Exceptional. Compassionate.

9 Years in a Row!

Rae-Ann Suburban
29505 Detroit Road
Westlake, OH 44145

(440) 835-3004
rae-ann.net

Huntington Playhouse Stories:                           
‘Nicely’ done, Pat Miller
by PATrICk MeeHAn

Recent reviews about Pat 
Miller in the lead of the criti-
cally acclaimed “Bat Boy: 

The Musical” at Blank Canvas The-
ater were full of compliments like, 
“an actor who is willing to throw 
himself bodily and every other way 
into the role,” “creates a completely 
believable character” or “the ever-
intriguing Pat Miller.”

Pat began taking classes at Hun-
tington Playhouse in the summer of 2003. He played 
Nicely Nicely Johnson in “Guys & Dolls Jr.” under the 
direction of Tom Castro, featured recently in my story, 
“On Angel’s Wings,” published in the Nov. 17 issue of 
the Observer. 

Pat enjoyed the experience and resumed classes 
the following summer while playing the role of Drake 
in “Honk Jr.” I had seen that production and can attest 
Pat had a focus and intensity one 
would expect in a seasoned actor, 
but was surprising in someone 
so young. By 2006 he graduated 
from “Jr.” shows and was in the 
ensemble of Neil Simon’s “Sweet 
Charity” under the direction of 
Tom Meyrose.

Throughout high school 
he worked as an apprentice to 
Judy Mazur in the Youth Theater 
program at Huntington. This 
opportunity allowed him to gain 
experience in directing, stage 
managing and teaching. During 

this time, he also designed 
the logos for the Youth 
Theater productions. This 
experience proved quite 
fruitful as Pat would end 
up designing logos in his 
future full-time career. He 
is now a graphic designer 
and marketing coordinator 
at Beck Center for the Arts.

In 2013 he managed 
to pick up two “Best Actor 
in a Musical” awards from 
the News-Herald and 
BroadwayWorld Cleve-
land for his performance 
as Patsy the coconut-clacking manser-
vant in “Spamalot.” Last year, I had the 

pleasure to see his performance in “[title of show]” 
at Beck Center for which he won Best Actor in the 
2014 BroadwayWorld Awards for the Cleveland region 
in the Comedy/Drama category. Just so there is no 
confusion, “[title of show]” is the title of the show.

He’d refined his craft since I’d first seen him in 
“Honk,” but his focus and intensity remained under-
neath the polish time and experience can give. My 

guess is his list of awards 
will grow as he delights 
audiences with the work 
he enjoys. One can specu-
late if his early experiences 
at Huntington Playhouse 
and that first role as Nicely 
Nicely is what lead Pat down 
his career path. In any case, 
“Nicely” done, Pat Miller!

Pat would like to give 
credit to his teachers Tom 
Meyrose, Tom Castro, Dolly 
Ballou, Judy Mazur, Jayne 
Kacik and Rachel Spence.

Citizens For Bay Village Community Theater is work-
ing to form relationships with civic groups, not-for-profit 
organizations, government and businesses in Bay Village 
to provide a true community effort to keep community 
theater an active and vital part of our city. Visit us at our 
new website www.baytheater.org. Our next meeting is 
Tuesday, Dec. 22, 7 p.m., in the BVPD Community Room, 
28000 Wolf Road. We plan to vote to adopt our bylaws 
which can be reviewed on our website. 

Pat Miller

Pat Miller won 2 best actor awards for his role in “Spamalot.”

Pat Miller and the cast of “Honk Jr.” at the Huntington 
Playhouse in 2003, directed by Tom Castro.
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Pat Miller received rave reviews for his 
performance in “Bat Boy: The Musical” at 
Blank Canvas Theater. 
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Our doctor recommended calling Hospice of the Western Reserve after Mom’s illness 

caused frequent trips to the hospital. Now we have 24/7 in-person and phone support for 

her bad days and many more good ones. I’m so glad we called when we did.

Hospice of the Western Reserve’s compassionate care can reduce stressful hospital visits so 

you can spend more time together as a family. It isn’t about giving up, it’s about 
taking control. If you or a loved one has been diagnosed with a serious illness, ask  
for us by name. We can make our first visit the same day. Call 800.707.8922 to 
get started.

NORTHERN OHIO’S HOSPICE OF CHOICE   800.707.8922  |   hospicewr.org  |   /hospicewr

More time to pass 
along the family recipe.
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by Jeff BIng

“So this is Christmas, and 
what have you done?” I 
never got the chance to 

ask him, but I’m pretty sure John 
Lennon had Cleveland sports 
franchise owners in mind when 
he penned the first line of “Happy 
Xmas.”

Last time I looked, the Browns’ 
fan base was finally beginning to 
disintegrate, the Indians’ fan base 
had already disintegrated, and 
the Cavs’ fan base – well, you saw 
how they responded after LeBron 
went bye-bye half a decade ago – 
is a house of cards, at best. When 
LeBron decides to retire or play else-
where, it will be like a giant sneeze 
onto that same house of cards. 
Gesundheit!

Anyway, since the Big Guy (I’m 
talking about Santa, gang) and I 
have always been pretty tight – he 
always brought me Christmas gifts 
regardless of the many spelling 
errors on my wish list – I’m going 
to make an incredibly unselfish 
gesture this Christmas. Instead of 
asking for stuff for myself, I’m going 
to donate my Christmas “markers”, 
if you will, to the major sports teams 
in the city. (Hopefully, this is tax-
deductible). So what do the teams in 
Cleveland need? (I know what you’re 
thinking, wise guy; don’t say it.) Let’s 
take a look, in no particular order:

1) The Browns: An offensive 
line, a defensive line, linebackers, 
defensive backs, running backs, 
quarterbacks (but we’d settle for 
one good one), special teams, and a 
partridge in a pear tree. Other than 
that, we’re golden. I know it’s a lot 

to ask, Santa, but clearly they are 
not capable of doing this without 
your help.

2) The Indians: Terry Francona 
needs to understand that winning 
in April and May is every bit as 
important as winning from June 
through September, for a couple of 
reasons: A) Terrible starts turn off 
the fan base, and when the team 
decides (sometime around mid-
August) to start playing ball, the fans 
have already turned their attention 
to someone else they can boo (see 
No. 1 above). B) In 2013, the Indi-
ans had an incredible September 
to get their foot in the door for a 
one-game playoff, upon which the 
door was slammed on their collec-
tive big toe. The last two years, the 
Indians have put together excellent 
second halves of the season, but not 
good enough to compensate for the 
lousy starts, and they’ve fallen short 
of the playoffs. This should be easy 
for someone with your resume to 
fix, Santa.

3) The Cavs: On paper, this is 
the healthiest franchise in our city. 
Then again, in our city, the bar ain’t 
set all that high. Don’t let the record 
fool you, Santa. When LeBron left 
town five years ago, the franchise 
quickly disintegrated into the 
laughingstock of the NBA. I’m a big 
fan of GM David Griffin – the guy 
actually knows what he’s doing – but 
I’m not a big fan of the owner. And, 
as everyone in the city knows, the 
impact of lousy ownership always 
trickles down to everyone else in the 
organization. (See Nos. 1 & 2 above).

So yes, Santa, I’m asking a lot. 
Just don’t force me to apply the first 
line of Lennon’s song to you, too. 

Believeland:                   
A Christmas wish list

SPORtInG VIEWS

the henry and Marie hagedorn 
house, 600 Bassett road

local history

by WILLIAM krAuSe with research 
assistance by deAn BrennAn

It seems fitting to be discussing the 
home of some very devout family 
oriented Lutheran Christians 

in an issue of the Observer covering 
the period of the Christmas holiday. 
Lutherans not only introduced the 
custom of using an evergreen in their 
celebration of Christ’s birth, they 
shaped the early Dover (Bay Village and 
Westlake) community.

According to “Bay Village: A Way of 
Life,” and a family history generously 
provided to the Bay Village Historical 
Society by Hagedorn descendent Janet 
Marie Toensing, the first Hagedorns to 
come to Dover were Henry, Katherine 
and their five children who came from 
Hanover, Germany, to America around 1852. 
They bought 30 acres of land at 603 Bassett 
Road and began farming.

The family attended Trinity Lutheran 
Church, on West 30th Street and Lorain 
Avenue in Cleveland. They walked the 15 
miles from Bay Village to Trinity Lutheran 
every Sunday, taking a lunch basket with 
them and returning in the evening. In 1858 
they helped organize St. Paul Lutheran 
Church (the third oldest congregation in 
Westlake). 

In a search of Cuyahoga County record-
ed documents, it was a “George H. Hagedon” 
who purchased 40 acres from Caleb Eddy in 
1856, including the future site of 603 Bassett 
Road. The spelling of Hagedorn appears to 
have been somewhat fluid in these early 
years and it is reasonable to assume that 
Henry Hagedorn and George H. (Henry?) 
Hagedon are the same person.

It was this man’s grandson Henry who 
purchased 6.17 acres of land from David 
Sites for $500 in 1897, and eventually two 
additional parcels of 6.17 acres each to 
create an 18.51 acre farm at what would 
later become the southwest corner of Bas-
sett Road and Ashton Lane. It was on this 
land in 1908 that Henry and Marie Hagedo-
rn constructed the home that is the subject 
of this article.

This purchase is not surprising in light 
of an article that appeared in “Believe It or 
Not” by Ripley in a Cleveland newspaper 
in the late 1930s: “On Bassett Road in Bay 
Village, Ohio, within a distance of 400 feet 
are the homes of nine families of Hagedo-
rns. There are five men Hagedorns and four 
women whose names were Hagedorn before 
they married.” 

Henry and Marie contributed to this 
phenomena, according to the family history, 
because upon the marriage of their three chil-
dren, each were given a lot on Bassett Road 
where they built their homes.

The Hagedorn history book provides a 
glimpse into the lives of the family on Bassett 
Road in the early to mid-1900s:

Henry and Marie raised strawberries, 
raspberries, blackberries, apples and grapes 
on their farm along with potatoes and beans 
that they dried and hay for their horse. In 
addition to their horse, Katie, they always had 
a cow, a pig, and chickens. Every Saturday 
night one of the chickens was butchered for 
their Sunday dinner. They made their own 
wine from their grapes.

Marie baked fresh bread every Saturday 
and was well known for her apple and cheese 
strudels as well as her raised donuts on special 
occasions. She also spent time canning fruits 
and vegetables for winter.

When not working on the farm or in the 
kitchen she could be found reading her Bible, 
embroidering a pillow case or dresser scarf or 
putting a crocheted edge on one of her embroi-
dered items or a hankie. Besides having her 
vegetable garden she always had beautiful 
flower gardens.

Henry was always busy on the farm. In 
the summer he would take his truck into 
Cleveland to pick up city kids to pick berries 
on the farm. About a dozen or so would ride in 
the back of the truck. After picking the berries 
all day he would have to take the kids back 
into the city, catch a few hours sleep and then 
around midnight would have to take the ber-
ries to the farmers market in Cleveland where 
grocers would buy the berries for their stores. 
He would get back home between 3 a.m. and 5 
a.m. This was done every Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday.

Marie always had to have gingerbread 
cookies for Henry. He would take the cookies, 
put butter between them and that would be 
his sandwich for lunch. He always worked 
hard so those cookies never put an extra 
pound on him.

Henry came from a very large family. 
Almost every Sunday, especially during the 
summer, one of his brothers or sisters and their 
families would be waiting at their house when 
they came home from church. Because no one 
had phones they did not call ahead. They just 
came out from Cleveland by bus if they did not 
have a car. Of course, this always meant com-
pany for that chicken dinner and custard pie.

During the summer Sunday afternoons 
were spent visiting with relatives or friends 
on the white bench under the big ash tree in 
their back yard. Most of the conversation was 
in German.

Henry and Marie along with their chil-
dren and their granddaughter, Carol Hage-
dorn, who died at age 11, are buried in St. Paul 
Lutheran Church Cemetery, Westlake, Ohio.

After Marie died in 1957, the home was 
inherited by their three children and sold in 
1959 to Richard and Dorothy Gunton. The 
Guntons sold it to the current owners in 1975. 
The home was just certified as constructed 
in 1908 and plaqued by the Bay Village His-
torical Society at the request of the current 
owners in 2015. 

The former Hagedorn house at 600 Bassett 
road was built in 1908.
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by eILeen Vernon

A letter has been sent to every 
family in Bay Village asking 
each household to make a 

donation this year, no matter how 
large or how small, to demonstrate 
support for the many projects 
being planned for the village. As we 
welcome our new president, Alan 
Paulus, we have a renewed energy to 
build the foundation into an endow-
ment that matches and exceeds our 
dreams for The Bay Village Founda-
tion.

A portion of every dollar con-
tributed, as well as the interest 
earned on the money contributed 
and maintained in the endowment 
fund, is spent wholly in Bay Village 
for private, not-for-profit projects. 
The Bay Village Foundation was 
founded in 1995 and officially des-
ignated as a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt 
corporation.

The foundation’s current major 
ongoing project is to enhance and 
refurbish the Play in Bay play-
ground. Over the past year, some 
of the many grants awarded have 
gone to: repair of the city hall clock, 
Bay Interfaith Housing (the Knick-
erbocker Apartments), Huntington 
Playhouse, BAYarts, The Village 
Project, Lake Erie Nature & Science 
Center, exercise stations at Cahoon 
Park Walking Trail, biannual Bay 
Waterways Community Clean-Up, 
and Destination Bay community-
wide event day. The foundation also 
hosts an annual remembrance and 
recognition ceremony of Bay citi-
zens by installing bronze plaques at 
T. Richard Martin Walking Bridge in 
Cahoon Park.

For a list of current trustees, 
charter members and additional 
information about the Foundation 
please visit thebayvillagefounda-
tion.org. 

Bay Village Foundation 
mails annual appeal
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HOLIDAY FUN DAY WITH SANTA!
Join us to share some holiday cheer! 

Visit with Santa, make a holiday craft, 
face painting, and write a letter to the 
North Pole! Free. For Bay Village resi-
dents only.

Saturday, Dec. 19, 10 a.m.-noon. 
Location: BMS Community Gym Hallway
ITTY BITTY FIT & PLAY (Ages 2-5)

Improve your tots’ motor skills, 
counting and colors with fun games, 
obstacle courses, ladders, hula hoops and 
puffy tennis balls!

Thursdays, Jan. 7-28, 10:30-11:15 
a.m. Location: Community Gym. Fee: 
$40 (NR: $60).
PRESCHOOL PLAYTIME (Ages 5 & 
under)

Bouncing balls, tumble mats and 
more! Parent supervision required.

Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10 
a.m.-12:30 p.m.; Tuesday/Thursday, 11:15 
a.m.-1 p.m. Location: Community Gym. 
Fee: $2/child (non-resident: $4); 10-day 

pass: $15 (NR: $35).
INDOOR AFTERSCHOOL QUICKSTART 
TENNIS (Grades K-4)

Learn the fundamentals and build 
on your skills. Choice of one or two days 
per week.

Jan. 4-Feb. 2. Days: Mondays, 3:45-
4:30 p.m. at Normandy Gym; Tuesdays, 
3:10-4 p.m. at Westerly Gym. Fee: one day 
per week, $40/session (NR: $60); two days 
per week, $75 (NR: $95).
INDOOR AFTERSCHOOL QUICKSTART 
TENNIS (Grades 3 & 4)

Join our tennis instructors after-
school for this fun instructional tennis 
program. Offered one day per week or 2!! 
Min. 5/session Join our tennis instruc-
tors after school for this fun, instructional 
tennis program. Choice of one or two 
days per week.

Tuesdays and/or Thursdays, Jan. 
5-28, 2:20-3:10 p.m. Location: West-
erly Gym. Fee: one day per week: $40/
session (NR: $60); two days per week: 

$75 (NR: $95).
INDOOR AFTERSCHOOL QUICKSTART 
TENNIS (Grades 5-8)

Build on fundamental skills in this 
fun, instructional program.

Thursdays, Jan. 7-28, 4-5 p.m. Loca-
tion: Westerly Gym. Fee: $45/session (NR: 
$65)
KARATE DO (Ages 6 & up)

Students study an art representing 
several martial art systems including 
Kajukenpo, Chinese Kenpo, Judo and 
Japanese Karate. We encourage involve-
ment of parents and children together.

Saturdays, Jan. 9-Feb. 13. Advanced 
class: 9:30-11 a.m. Beginner class: 11 
am.-12:30 p.m. Location: Dwyer Senior 
Center. Fee: $42/session (NR: $62).
Additional Adult Programs: Adult Vol-
leyball, Tuesday nights; Men’s Hoops, 
Monday nights; Adult Yoga, Thursday 
evenings and Saturday mornings; Feeling 
Fit, Monday/Wednesday/Friday morn-
ings; Full Body Fitness with Cathy, Tues-
day evenings and Saturday mornings.
Community Gym Fitness Room (West 
Entrance doors of BMS) 

Annual memberships and Daily 
Admission rates available. Purchase your 
membership in the rec office or visit the 
fitness room for daily fee. 

Questions? Contact the Bay Rec Dept 
at 440-871-6755 or email bayrecoffice@
cityofbayvillage.com.

Thanks to all 
our advertisers.

 You keep us 
humming along!

Not yet an advertiser? You too 
can help support the Observer 
and be part of something good 

in our community!
Call Laura at 440-477-3556 or 

Michelle at 440-655-4385 
to find out more.

SnIPPEtS Of BAy VILLAGE hIStORy                                                                          
An original Cahoon Christmas story featuring Lydia Cahoon
by Kay laughlin

Our house sits on a bluff above Lake 
Erie next to a little creek. The horse and 
cow barns are on a small rise south of 
the house. The well and smoke house sit 
between the house and the barn. Grandfa-
ther, Joseph Cahoon, and our Pa, Joel, built 
our house in 1818 using timber cut in our 
saw mill on the creek.

Grandfather Cahoon was a miller. He 
built a grist mill and mill pond behind 
our house near the creek. Our Pa farms 
the land and part of the land is planted 
as a grape vineyard. The year is 1853. My 
name is Lydia Cahoon and I, along with 
my Mom, Pa, brothers and sisters live here 
on the farm. Christmas is coming and we 
are all excited for the socializing and good 
will that will soon take place. Today is a 
special day because Mom is baking Christ-
mas cookies.

And so the day begins: Lydia jumps 
out of the feather bed she shares 
with her two sisters. Her feet 

hit the cold floor boards. She lifts her 
dress off the peg hanging on the wall 
and quickly dresses. Pouring water into 
a crockery wash bowl, she wipes her 
face. She combs her hair. Looking out 
the window she can see Pa and Thomas 

already coming back 
from the barn after 
feeding the livestock. 
They have milked the 
cows and are carrying 
the morning milk in a 
bucket.

Without waking her 
sleeping sisters, Lydia 
tiptoes down the stair-
case next to the fireplac-
es that warm the house. 
The house is quiet now, 
but she knows very soon 
everyone will be up and 
a busy day will begin. It 
is always a happy time 
preparing special foods, 
making gifts, and having 
visits from aunts, uncles 
and cousins at Christ-
mas time.

As Lydia enters the 
country kitchen, she sees Mother already 
busy at the big black iron stove. The stove 
makes the room warm and cozy. “Today 
we are going to make cookies,” Mother 
exclaims. “Let’s make cutout cookies,” 
Lydia offers.

After the morning meal has been 
eaten and the table cleared and scrubbed, 
Mother turns to her cupboard and 
removes a box of metal objects. When she 
sorts them out on the scrubbed table-
top, they become a row of metal shapes 
formed into birds, horses’ heads, moons, 
stars and hearts. Lydia hurries into the 
pantry and brings out maple sugar, 
which has been boiled until it crystal-
lized. Before anything else can be done, 
the maple sugar has to be broken into 
pieces and pounded into a loose powder 
that can be mixed with the flour, fresh 
butter and cream of tarter according to 
the recipe.

In the pantry, Mother finds the spice 
box. In it is clove, cinnamon, nutmeg 
and ginger spice, each in its own com-
partment. A crock of apple molasses for 
dark tang, color and sweetness is set on 
the table. The molasses and spice will 

become the flavoring for the cook-
ies. When the portions of dough 
have been rolled, Lydia and her 
sisters take turns with the cookie 
cutters and setting the cookies on 
the metal trays for the oven.

When all the cookies have 
been prepared, Mother takes the 
leftover dough and rolls out a big 
rectangle and says to Lydia, “Put 
your hand down on the dough and 
spread out your fingers.” Using 
a blunt bread and butter knife, 
Mother traces around Lydia’s 
hand until a hand has been cut 
into the dough. Next she cuts out 
a small heart from the middle of 
the hand print. She lifts the hand 
up and onto a metal tray. Then Mother 
lifts the heart shape and lays it next to the 
hand, and says, “This is hand and heart. 
It stands for friendship.” Each of the girls 
take turns making her hand and plac-
ing her cookie on the metal tray. When 
the last cookies are placed into the oven, 
darkness has fallen and the candles and 
oil lamps lit. It is time for supper.

Bedtime has arrived. Lydia hangs up 

her dress on a peg and pulls her night-
gown over her head. Soon the holidays 
will be here and all the work will be done. 
She crawls into bed under her handmade 
quilt. The hot coals of the fireplaces are 
swept back by the brick walls to keep for 
tomorrow. The little house sleeps. With 
thoughts of family holidays ahead, Lydia 
soon falls fast asleep, snug in her bed in 
the little farmhouse in Dover Township. 

A view of the Cahoon homestead, looking south to the barn, which are now rose Hill 
Museum and the Bay Village Community House.

With a hand cookie cutter that can be 
purchased today, you can make hand-shaped 
cookies like Lydia Cahoon did in 1853.

Lydia Cahoon as a young lady in the 
1800s.

Winter programs at Bay recreation
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1 $100,000 cash

2 Volvo S60 T5 Sedan,  
2-year lease,   
arranged by 
Montrose Auto Group  

3 Mazda CX-5,  
2-year lease,   
arranged by Montrose Auto Group  

4 $10,000 cash

5 Harley-Davidson 883 Iron 
Motorcycle,   
arranged by Lake Erie Harley-Davidson

6 European Mediterranean  
cruise for two

7 $5,000 cash 

8 7-night all inclusive  
trip for two to  
Cancun, Mexico,   
donated by Drs. E. Dean and Nariman Nukta

9 7-day trip for two  
to Hawaii

10 7-night Caribbean cruise for two 

11 $3,000 cash

12 Fur jacket,  
arranged by Sword Furs

13 5-day trip for two to California wine 
country 

14 Diamond hoop earrings,  
arranged by Rivchun Jewelers

15 5-day trip for four to  
Walt Disney World 

16 Diamond princess  
cut necklace,  
arranged by Rivchun Jewelers

17 $2,000 cash 

18 3-night trip for two to  
San Antonio River Walk

19 $2,000 cash 

20 3-night trip for two to Las Vegas 

21 Weekend getaway for two to  
New York City 

22 $1,500 cash 

23 Treadmill and workout essentials,  
arranged by Specialty Fitness Equipment

24 His/Hers Movado watches,   
arranged by Rivchun Jewelers

25 Weekend getaway for two to Chicago

26 Stock your cellar with  
100 assorted wines,   
arranged by Rozi’s Wine House 

27 $1,000 travel voucher 

28 $1,000 cash

29 $1,000 grocery spree 

30 Lifetime automotive oil change,  
donated by Automotive Specialty Services 

31 55” smart television 

32 iPad Air 2 

33 $500 gas card 

34 $500 Amazon gift card 

35 50 bottles of wine,   
arranged by Rozi’s Wine House

36 Day for two at the spa, 
donated by Charles Scott Salon & Day Spas

37 Apple Watch Sport 

38 GoPro camera 

39 $250 shoe spree 

40 Acer notebook

* Cash options available for prize numbers 2, 3, and 5, 
at 75% of prize value

 All trips arranged by Independence Travel

 All electronics arranged by CompSource

Win $100,000 or one of  
39 other great prizes.

Straight 
 from the

Saturday, February 13, 2016

All proceeds benefit cardiovascular 
services at Fairview, Lakewood and 
Lutheran Hospitals.

For more information or to register,  

visit www.straightfromtheheartevent.org or call 216.476.7061.

Raffle tickets can be purchased for  
$100 each or three for $200.

Early Bird Raffles: Two $1,000 winners
The first raffle will be drawn from entries received by December 18, 2015.
The second raffle will be drawn from entries received by January 15, 2016.

All early bird winners will be eligible for prizes  
to be drawn at the event.

Celebrating 12 years strong!

 straightfromtheheartevent.org

 @SFTHevent       @SFTHevent

Join us on social media – prize winners will be posted!
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Two Bay Village residents 
count their blessings after 
Dover Gardens tragedy
by nATHAn ConoVer

Many of us have a 
lot to be thankful 
for this holiday 

season. This sentiment 
especially applies to Dan 
Busch and Jon Masterson, 
both Bay High grads; ‘94 
and ‘93 respectively. Their 
lives were changed on the 
night of Oct. 23, 2014; a 
night that they will never 
forget. 

It was a typical Thurs-
day night for Dan and Jon. 
They met at The Dover 
Gardens Tavern, just west of 
Dover Center road in West-
lake, for a quick beer and 
dinner. The NFL Thursday night game 
was on TV with the Broncos playing the 
Chargers and Dan had just returned to 
his seat at the middle of the bar when 
a white pickup truck came crashing 
through the patio and into the tavern. 

“I remember hearing squealing 
brakes,” Dan said. 

“I remember hearing someone yell,” 
said Jon. 

The driver, Brandon Pawlak, then 
26 years old, led police on a high-speed 
chase and smashed the stolen truck into 
the bar; seriously injuring Dan, Jon and 
11 others. The truck pinned Dan and Jon 
to the bar and continued to move the bar 
until it met the back wall. 

Both Dan and Jon recount an eerie 
silence and immediate dark after the 
crash; the smell of burning and soot 
in the air. Their 
i m m e d i a t e 
thoughts went 
to everyone else 
in the bar. “I 
thought some-
one was under 
the truck,” Jon 
said. But no one 
was. Their first 
order of busi-
ness was to get 
themselves out 
from between 
the truck and the 
bar and to safety. 
Jon helped Dan 
squeeze out and got him up onto the 
collapsed bar. As he was helping him 
walk, Jon was shocked while grabbing a 
broken light fixture. Like everyone else, 
getting outside was crucial for fear of the 
truck exploding. 

“It was a matter of survival,” Jon 
said. 

Outside, emergency responders 
had set up a triage. Firefighters placed 
the injured in patio chairs, giving them 
ribbons to show the severity of their 
wounds. Dan was seated in one of these 
chairs. He could no longer stand because 
he was spitting up blood. “This guy’s 
gotta go!” the EMS said of Dan and he 
would be the first to go to the hospital. 

“Am I gonna die?” Dan remembers 
asking on the way. 

He was sent to MetroHealth where 

they found that he had broken ribs as 
well as his scapula or shoulder blade. 
This is one of the hardest bones in the 
body to break; a grim testimony to the 
velocity at which the truck crashed into 
the bar. Dan would remain at Metro-
Health for weeks. To this day Dan still 
has back and neck soreness. 

Jon’s injuries were even more exten-
sive and more severe. Though he was 
walking around trying to make heads or 
tails of the accident, Jon was walking on 
a broken leg. But that was not the worst 
of his injuries. These were discovered 
when he was taken to Fairview Hospital. 

“They had to remove my spleen and 
I had a ruptured bladder,” Jon said. “It 
was very scary because all that the doc-
tors would say is, ‘We’re gonna do our 
best’.”

Jon’s spleen was successfully 
removed and his bladder repaired. He 
now has a scar down the length of his 
torso as a reminder of that night; but also 
as a reminder of how incredibly lucky 
he is. 

“We both feel extremely lucky,” Dan 
said. 

Dover Gardens Tavern reopened in 
November in spite of speculation as to 
whether it actually would. Dan and Jon 
went back opening night to “finish the 
night off.”

“It was hard being there at first,” Jon 
said. “But they gave us a free round, so 
that helped.”

“Yea,” Dan laughed, “I just went 
back for the free beer!” 

The two can now laugh as both 
know how truly blessed they are. 

Jon Masterson, left, and dan Busch, right, sit in 
the same seats they were in when the accident 
happened in october 2014.

Ph
O

tO
 B

y
 n

At
h

A
n

 C
O

n
O

V
ER

W
ES

tL
A

k
E 

PO
LI

C
E 

D
EP

A
R

tM
En

t

The pickup truck that crashed in dover gardens Tavern, 
injuring 13, didn’t stop until the bar had been pushed into 
the back wall.
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      ‘tis the SEASON
       to TO EAT& DRINK 
             & BE MERRY

by kATHy rIgdon

The Youth Challenge Dance and Drama program 
celebrated the season with a holiday show on 
Dec. 13 at the St. Ignatius High School Breen 

Center for Performing Arts. The event also included 
a volunteer recognition to honor the year’s top teen 
volunteers and the adult Volunteer of the Year.

Youth Challenge, which is headquartered in West-
lake, offers free, year-round programs to 180 partici-
pants throughout the Greater Cleveland area. The par-
ticipants are children with such disabilities as muscular 
dystrophy, cerebral palsy, spina bifida, and hearing or 
vision impairments. Transportation to and from pro-
grams is also provided at no charge. 

Dance and Drama is one of almost 350 programs 
that Youth Challenge offers each year thanks to the help 
of over 450 teen volunteers who gave 
close to 10,000 hours of service. The 
teen volunteers are trained to work 
with children with physical disabili-
ties and are paired one-on-one with 
participants at each program.

Bay Village resident Dave Lowery 
was honored with the Volunteer of the 
Year award.  Lowery has been involved 
with YC for over 10 years as a trustee, 
president of the board and chair of the 
PR/marketing committee.

“I’ve gained much more from 
volunteering at Youth Challenge than 
they have received from me,” said 
Lowery. “I’ve grown personally and 
professionally because of the experi-
ence. I now work at a nonprofit where I 
apply my learning from YC every day.”

Special recognition was given 
to volunteers who have reached the 

levels of 25, 50 and 100 hours in 2015. Teens 
who reached the milestones of 100, 250 and 
500 hours of cumulative service to Youth Chal-
lenge were honored as well.

The top 10 Youth Challenge teen volun-
teers of 2015 are: Zac Alberty, Kendra Cundiff, 
Zoe Douglas, Olivia Rivard, Max Giuliano, 
Maya Cundiff, Mariam Tadross, Teresa DePace, 
Ally Lucarelli and Maddie Rowley.

“Our teen volunteers are half of our mis-
sion and are truly what make Youth Challenge 
possible,” said Sarah Perez-Stable, director 
of volunteer services. “The energy, joy, fun 
and friendship they bring to their partners 
makes an incredible difference in the lives 
of our participants and we can’t thank them 
enough.” 

PLEASE PROOFREAD.
 WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2013 WBVO

Visit the Clague House Museum
westlakeohiohistory.org

1371 Clague Road • Info: 440-808-1961

                Wishing you a 

  Happy 
 Holiday
       Season

community donates funds for new 
bike for dog rescuer
by dILLon CHrISTIAn SLAMAn

Four months ago, I rescued an 
abandoned little poodle in 
Cahoon Park in Bay Village, 

and in the process the bike that my 
grandfather passed down to me was 
stolen. However, from that experi-
ence I gained a best friend and I 
regret nothing.

After I found the dog, I wrote an 
article about it for the Observer and 
was interviewed for a television news 
story in hopes of finding her owner. 
However, no one claimed her. After 
a time, we decided to keep her, and 
she is a great addition to our family.

We have not named her yet. 
We have two other dogs and a cat, 
so we are kind of running out of 
names. The possible names we have 
come up with are: Cupcake, Dart, 
Flurry, Frosty, Fuzzy, Jumpy, Lamby, 
Speedy, Sheepy, Sleepy, or maybe 
even Christmas. We do not know 
why we cannot name her, but will 
keep trying. For now, we call her New 
Dog, and my grandmother thinks we 
should just go with that. She will have a name 
by Christmas, though … at least we think so!

What is the most special, is that the com-
munity came together and donated money so 
my grandfather was able to get a new bike and 
pass it down to me again. This all happened at 
a surprise party that my mother planned! Papa, 

I love you with all my heart. I will never forget 
what you have done for me, nor will the dog. 
Thank you to everyone who supported this 
special little dog, as she is enjoying life now, 
rather than running away from it. Thank you 
from my heart for surprising me with a bike 
that I really needed.

Merry Christmas to all! 

After reading about dillon’s rescue of a poodle in 
Cahoon Park, during which his bike was stolen, 
donations poured in to allow his grandfather, dr. 
george Ide Slaman, to purchase another as a gift.
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by VICTor ruTkoSkI

The Westlake Kiwanis 
Aktion Club held their 
December meeting at 

River’s Edge in Cleveland. After 
their meeting and meal they dec-
orated jelly jars to be distributed 
with meals by Meals on Wheels 
on Christmas. The Aktion Club 
was lucky enough to be visited 
by Santa Claus and his helpful 
elf, played by Westlake Kiwan-

ian Rick Grane. The Aktion Club 
members visited with Santa and 
his elf, receiving special gifts 
while relating their Christmas 
wishes to Santa.

Kiwanis Aktion Club is a 
community service group for 
adult citizens who live with a 
disability. If you or someone 
you know is interested in join-
ing Aktion Club please contact 
Vic Rutkoski at 216-410-3486 or 
v.196.pur@roadrunner.com. 

Santa visits Kiwanis Aktion Club

Jennifer Bronish visits with Santa and the elf.

Westlake kiWanis cluB

youth Challenge founder and executive director Mary Sue 
Tanis with top teen volunteer Zac Alberty and volunteer 
of the year dave Lowery.

Looking for quality, affordable dental care?
David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.

General Dentist Providing Family & Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588 

26600 Detroit Rd., Westlake • www.drdavecares.com

Kids, Teens
& Emergencies 

Welcome!

Free...Your Choice! 
Professional Whitening or $50 Gift Certificate 

to Giant eagle with new patient exam and x-rays
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C A F E  -  R E S TA U R A N T

An Ohio City classic, now in Avon

35514 Detroit Road • (440) 937-3200
Located on the Eastern entrance of Avon Commons
Mon-Thur: 11 am - 10 pm • Fri/Sat: 11 am - 11 pm • Sun: 10:30 am - 9pm        Join us for Brunch on Sundays 10:30 am - 3:00 pm

Visit us for your Heck’s favorites and new menu additions

“We proudly serve our 
community with local and fresh ingredients”

Famous Burgers with 100% Ohio Grass Fed Beef 
The Avon Burger: Balsamic candied onions, blue cheese, truffle potato sticks, arugula

Corned Beef Hash: Heck’s corned beef, potatoes, peppers, onions, sunny side eggs

Miso Glazed Salmon: spicy sesame rice cake, ginger bok choy, tamarind sauce

PLEASE PROOFREAD
Ad artwork ©2015 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

 THAI  SPICE
10% OFF 

Food Purchase 
of $15 or more

THAI  SPICE
Buy 2 Dinners 

& Receive 

$5 OFF
(with purchase of $25 or 

more; excludes duck meals)

THAI SPICE
Thai & VieTnamese Cuisine
25099 Center Ridge Rd. (near steinmart)

440-835-9228
m-Th: Lunch 11am-3Pm; Dinner 4Pm-10Pm
Fri:  Lunch 11am-3Pm; Dinner 4Pm-11Pm
sat: 3-9Pm;  sun: 3-11Pm
www.thaispiceohio.com

THAI SPICE
Thai & VieTnamese Cuisine
25099 Center Ridge Rd. (near steinmart)

440-835-9228
m-Th: Lunch 11am-3Pm; Dinner 4Pm-10Pm
Fri:  Lunch 11am-3Pm; Dinner 4Pm-11Pm
sat: 3-9Pm;  sun: 3-11Pm
www.thaispiceohio.com

      ‘tis the SEASON
       to TO EAT& DRINK 
             & BE MERRY

Greenisland 
Irish Restaurant & Pub
Warm, friendly atmosphere
Great food, Irish beer on tap
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way (off Columbia Rd.)  
Bay Village   •   440-250-9086
Holiday Gift Certificates Available

by JIM PoTTer

The St. Raphael 
School Builders 
Club, with the help 

of the Bay Village Kiwanis 
Club, is collecting new 
pillowcases as part of an 
international program, 
Little Dresses for Africa. 
This organization is active 
in all 50 states, Canada, 
Australia, the UK and Sin-
gapore.

The non-profit orga-
nization uses pillowcases 
to make dresses for girls 
living in orphanages 
in the underdeveloped 
countries in Africa. The 
donated pillowcases are 
sent to missions that will 
cut and sew them into 
simple dresses. The AIDS 

pandemic has left many 
young girls in the care of 
their older siblings, who 
are unable to provide 
even the minimum neces-
sities of life, like their own 
little dress.

For residents that 
wish to participate in the 
program, a collection box 
has been placed in the 
lobby of the Bay Library. 
Donations of packaged 
new pillowcases can be 
made up until Christ-
mas Eve. For those who 
wish to make a monetary 
donation, please send 
your check to St. Raphael 
School, 525 Dover Center 
Road, Bay Village, OH 
44140 and put the word 
“pillowcase” on the memo 
line. 

St Raphael Builders Club 
collecting pillowcases

Bay village kiWanis cluB

by LydIA gAdd

Holidays can be stressful and a lot of work. 
For our community elders, it just might 
take too much energy to think about 

some of the “extras” like decorating. That is part of 
the reason why the staff of Westlake’s Community 
Services Department take extra time to transform 
our Community Center into a place that can help 
bring back the joy and wonder of the season.

The gingerbread house entrance immediately 
sets the tone. Our patrons smile and share some of 
their own happy holiday memories. Every commu-
nity room has a different theme. There is a Grinch 
Christmas tree, along with the mono-antlered dog 
Max on the Grinch’s sleigh, and another tree with 
an old-fashioned Candy and Soda Shop theme. 
You will find elves on shelves, and even a “Naughty 
List.”

If you haven’t visited us before, this is a perfect 
time stop by and check out the decor, made by 
staff and volunteer “elves.” We are happy to pro-
vide tours and information about our Plus Fifty 
Programs and Social Service Outreach. 

enjoy the christmas spirit at the 
Westlake center for community

senior living

The Westlake Community Center is decked out 
for holiday programs for seniors.
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The holiday season has arrived, a time for 
rejoicing, connecting with loved ones and 
creating memories that will last a lifetime. 
For the Observer’s annual last-issue-of-
the-year feature, Mrs. Martha Fisher of 

Westerly Elementary School in Bay Village and 
Mrs. Pam DeAnna of Bassett Elementary School 
in Westlake asked their third-grade students 
to share favorite family traditions. These are 
some of their letters, visit wbvobserver.com to 
see more.

A Very Merry Christmas!
by Suresh V., Westerly

I am always excited that Christmas is on the 
way. Are you? My family decorates for Christ-

mas Eve on Thanksgiving Day. We decorate a 
six-foot tree with ornaments. We have about 
45 ornaments. We put up about 35 ornaments. 
We leave the rest in the boxes. After we put up 

the Christmas tree we enjoy a 
wonderful meal. We eat turkey, 

mashed potatoes, cranberry 
sauce, pumpkin pie, apple 
pie, green bean casserole, 
stuffing and carrots. Before 

we eat we take pictures of our 
family, including the turkey. On Christ-

mas Eve we collect our Christmas books. My 
mom reads the books to our family. We decide 
which one to read first. My favorite story is 
about Santa Claus not delivering toys and he is 
on a beach in California. I hope that the story 
is not true!

Gingerbread Houses
by Ashley S., Bassett

One of my favorite family traditions is 
making gingerbread houses. I love to listen 

to Christmas music and talk with my family as I 
decorate my gingerbread house. It is fun to sing 
along with the Christmas carols while decorat-
ing my house. I love to decorate my gingerbread 
house with lots of candy and icing. Candy canes, 
gumdrops, and Tootsie Rolls are some of my 
favorites to decorate with. I love the smell of 
the gingerbread and the candy. It smells so good 
that sometimes I sneak a little piece 
of candy and pop it into 
my mouth. I love decorat-
ing gingerbread houses 
and I think that it is a very 
fun way to get ready for the 
holidays!

Sweet, Sweet Christmas
by Luke B., Westerly

Good times, good times on Christmas Day. 
Did you know that I eat cookies and drink 

milk when I am sitting around the Christmas 
tree telling stories? I go to our cousins’ house 
and we do lots of stuff in their man cave 
like foosball, beyblades, sword fights, 
and play the Xbox. When we go to our 
grandparents’ house, if we sleep in, 
we can have donuts for breakfast as 
a special reward. We get lots of cool pres-
ents. We celebrate Jesus’ birthday by going to 
church, singing songs, and playing games. I bet 
this Christmas will be as fun as last year.

Decorating Our 
Christmas Tree
by Joe A., Bassett

I love to decorate the tree for 
Christmas. Our tree is big with 

no pinecones. We took those 
out. I put some ornaments on 
it. My favorite ornaments to put 
on are the Disney ones! My mom 
puts the white lights on it, because she 
loves them. I really wish we put the rainbow 
colors on it. It still looks pretty and it’s a lot of fun 
doing it. It’s beautiful to open presents around 
the tree. We also have a big Christmas party 
around the tree and sing “We Wish You a Merry 
Christmas” and “Jingle Bells”.

Thankful Gifts
by Hannah S., Westerly

Do you have any holiday traditions? We have 
some fun traditions at my house. One of my 

favorite traditions is opening gifts. My brother 
and I sit in my mom and dad’s room. My mom 
and dad go out in the living room to see if there 
are any Christmas presents under the Christmas 
tree. Then we get to go out to our living room 
and open gifts. We also see if the cookies that 
we had left for Santa Claus are gone. The cook-

ies are a snack that we leave for 
Santa. There are usually some 
crumbs left so someone ate 

the cookies. Finally we empty 
the stockings. We dump them 
out with the goodies. There are 

little things like candy in our stock-
ings. The presents make me feel thankful for my 
wonderful family.

Christmas Morning
by Ben M., Bassett

My favorite holiday is 
Christmas, because 

we do fun things to celebrate 
it. I wake up very early every 
December 25th morning to see the 
gifts Santa Claus has brought. After I look, I go 
back upstairs and go back to sleep. I fall asleep 
again and the next thing I know, I hear voices 
saying: “Wake up Ben, it’s Christmas!” I roll out 
of bed and rush downstairs and we look in our 
stockings and open our presents. We also have 
breakfast. After we are all done with that, we 
play with our new toys and other stuff. We have 
a lot of fun! That is how my family spends their 
Christmas morning.

What Ornament Will I Get?
by Jason P., Westerly

HO, HO, HO! Santa lands on my rooftop. 
We have many fun family traditions. We 

go to my grandma’s house on the Sat-
urday before Christmas every year. 
On the dinner table she puts an orna-
ment at each person’s seat. We get to 

take these ornaments home. My cousins 
always come and sometimes they get to sleep 

over. We get presents from my grandma and her 
family. I am excited for this year and all of my 
family’s Christmas traditions. I wonder what 
ornament will be at my seat this year?

My Special Family 
Tradition!
by Cooper B., Westerly

One of my holiday tradi-
tions is making gingerbread 

houses. First we buy the gingerbread 
house that is all cut up into shapes. Then we put 
the frosting on to look like snow. I  put gumdrops 
on the roof. I use the red hots as a doorbell. For 
the chimney, I use a candy cane and sprinkles 
as shingles. I hope my gingerbread house does 
not fall down!

Christmas at My 
Grandma’s House
by Tommy M., Bassett

I love Christmas and I will tell you why. I like 
Christmas because my family has one tradi-

tion every Christmas and it is fun … trust me. 
My tradition is that my family has 

Christmas at my Grandma’s 
house who lives like 200 
meters away from my house. 
We celebrate and play lots of 
family games. We play long 
games, competitive games, 
and really exciting games. I 

smell the brownies in the kitchen 
while we eat dinner. I see my family talking 
and I hear prayers from my family. I feel the 
love from my family! I also taste the cookies 
that I am eating.

Ramadan: A Muslim 
Tradition 
by Jasmine I., Westerly

Fasting, fasting, fasting! Ramadan is Muslim 
tradition celebrated in July. The meaning 

of Ramadan is to show Allah we love him, our 
family, and friends. We cannot eat from sunrise 
to sunset in Ramadan. Kids can even fast. We 
cannot eat food OR water. We pray before we 
eat. We start fasting at 4:14 a.m. When 
we fast, we have a big meal because 
we cannot eat until the sun goes 
down. That’s usually around 
nine o’clock p.m. After the sun 
sets we eat a lot! At the end 
of Ramadan I feel happy that I 
fasted to show my love for Allah. I fasted and I 
am only 8 years old.

The Melting Pot
by Harry P., Bassett 

My favorite tradition is going to The 
Melting Pot for dinner on Christmas Eve. 

It’s my favorite tradition, because the food 
there is amazing. My favorite 

food there is the steak. It’s 
a lot of fun to go there. 
You get to make the food 
and I think that’s really 

exciting. If I was a food 
critic, I would rate The Melting 

Pot 5 out of 5 stars! While I’m eating, the calm 
music reminds me that it is Christmas Eve. 
The Melting Pot is a fancy restaurant, so I need 
to use a fork for everything. All the smells are 
different kinds of meats.

Westlake and Bay Village students share their favorite traditions
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Dear Santa
by Colton M., Westerly

I love you Santa. Every 
year before Christmas I 

write a letter to Santa. I get 
some red paper and a pen. I 
go to the living room. I write, 
“Dear Santa, I have been a real 
good boy this year. I helped mom around the 
house. We baked cookies for you. I helped deco-
rate the tree. I don’t fight with my brother. We 
play sometimes. I love presents. I want Creeper 
stuff like socks, toys and a blanket. I promise 
to be good next year. I love you Santa! Love, 
Colton.”

Dad vs. Lake
by Katie P., Westerly

Can you imagine jumping into a lake? Well, 
on New Year’s Eve my dad will jump into 

Lake Erie. It will be cold. My 
family will be watching him. 

Other people start to join in. 
Cold, cold, cold. We are all 

so cold. But it is worth seeing 
it! First he takes off his clothes 

and only has a bathing suit on. I 
am smart. I am dressed in a coat, 

gloves, snowpants and boots. My dad runs 
into the lake. When he gets out he is shivering. 
Brrrr – especially his head because he is bald. 
My family bundles him up in towels and  blan-
kets. When we get home he lies down in his 
chair and takes a long nap. My dad is special 
because he is a risk taker. I prefer my winter 
coat and boots.

Trick or Treating
by Sarah L., Bassett

My favorite holiday is Halloween. We do 
a lot of stuff like go trick or treating. My 

favorite part of Halloween is that we get a lot 
of candy. Sometimes we go to s o 
many houses that we go to 
the same house more than 
once! I go trick or treating 
with my neighbors, while 
my mom and dad take care 
of my little brother. Every year 
before we go trick or treating, we 
always have a party and we play Pin the 
Tail on the Cat. We play a lot of football and we 
like to eat a lot of foods. This year it was almost 
one of my neighbor’s birthdays. It was so close 
that we got cupcakes. My other neighbor and I 
were having so much fun that we wanted to eat 
cupcakes, but we also wanted to keep playing 
… so we did. This is why I think Halloween is 
my favorite holiday.

The German Pickle
by Ryan R., Westerly

I wonder where Santa is going to hide the pickle? 
Last year Santa hid it deep in the Christmas 

tree. The pickle is green and bumpy. This tra-
dition is an old German tradition. Santa hides 
the pickle on Christmas Eve night. We wake up 
and find the pickle. Whoever finds the pickle 
first gets to open their presents first. My 
grandma comes to watch us open pres-
ents. When we open our presents, we take 
turns to enjoy our gifts. We open stockings 
first then presents. I wonder where Santa 
is going to hide the pickle this year?

My Favorite is Christmas
by Gabriella C., Bassett

My favorite holiday is Christmas, because 
there is a lot you do. When it’s Christ-

mas, I see my Elf on the Shelf. When I open my 
presents, I hear Christmas songs from the TV.  I 
would smell all kinds of cookies that my parents 
baked. Sometimes I would feel the ornament on 
my back, when I open my presents. Once 
my parents take out the cookies 
and they are cooled off, my 
parents say I can have a few!

The Giving Box
by Tommy M., Westerly

Yay yay yay! That is how kids 
in poor countries feel when they get Christ-

mas gifts. Every year my family fills shoeboxes 
with Christmas gifts for kids in other countries. 
Then we give them to our church and they ship 
them. My family goes to the dollar store and buys 
stuff to put in the boxes. We get toys, stuffed ani-
mals, soap, toothbrushes, and toothpaste. You 
can choose if you want to give them to a boy or 

girl and what age they are. After the 
kids get them, our church shows 

us pictures of them opening 
the boxes. I have a lot of fun 
with my family filling the 
shoeboxes.

Christmas is My Favorite
by Bella P., Bassett

Christmas is my favorite holiday, because I 
get to see everyone happy. I also like Christ-

mas because when we go outside to play, the 
feel of the snow is cold and I like it. When we get 
inside, I like the sound of the crackling fire. I love 
the smell of the cooking food. Yum! I love to taste 
the food too, especially the mashed potatoes. 
That is why Christmas is my favorite holiday!

Christmas
by Adrianna P., Westerly

Going to my grandma’s house 
is always very special. First, 

we go to my grandma’s house. 
Her house is like a museum and 
she likes to cook. The house is like a 
museum because she has lots of old things and 
her house is really big and fancy. She has pretty 
glass vases, a fireplace and a basement with lots of 
toys. She also has big couches and lots of plants, 
of course. She has tomatoes and cucumbers 
and green beans and eggplants with lettuce. 
The special thing at my grandma’s house 
is we celebrate, take pictures, drink hot 
chocolate, and roast marshmallows. We 
also eat cake and cupcakes. Even when 
I am a grown up I will still remember 
the fun I’ve had when I was little at my 
grandma’s.

Church on Christmas
by Hailey B., Bassett

My favorite holiday is Christmas when we 
go to church at 10:00 p.m. When we go 

to church, we hear the priest and the deacon 
speak and the church smells like lit candles 

and I love that smell. We are seated on 
a bench. Sometimes a person asks 
us if we want to go to the back of the 
church and learn about Jesus. I taste 

smoke in the back of the church.

Crocker Park Tree Lighting
by Antonio A., Bassett

My favorite holiday tradition is to go to 
Crocker Park and watch the tree lighting. 

It is bright and colorful. The weather is usually 
cold, so we dress warm. There are lots of people, 
about 1,000! This is a great time, because I get 
to go out and spend time with my Dad, Mom 
and brothers!

Christmas at the Samides’
by Annabelle S., Bassett

Hello, my name is Annabelle and I am going 
to tell you about my favorite holiday! My 

favorite holiday is Christmas! We always have a 
crackling fire. I love to hear the bells ringing and 
people singing. I smell gingerbread and I smell 
holly berries and cookies! I feel the wrapping 
paper. I always taste Christmas 
cookies and I love cookies! And 
that is my Christmas!

I like Christmas!
by Andrew T., Bassett

It is fun unwrapping all the presents 
and all those goodies are so good. I love the 

breakfast I have with the food that I love. I think 
Christmas is about spending time with my family 
and being nice to others. I like the presents. I 
get Legos, games, video games, and books. I like 
to give my old stuff to charity, because some 
things I already have. I like hanging 
up ornaments and putting up our 
stockings.

Eid, A Good Holiday
by Mohammed A., Westerly 

Presents, presents, presents. Where are my 
presents. How many more days until the first 

day of Eid? Fun, fun, fun for everyone. We have 
three days of Eid and on the last day of Eid we get 
presents and we have a feast. We get ten dollar 
bills from our grandma and we get to spend it 
at Crocker Park and The Great Northern Mall. 
We also stay up late, read, and we go to sleep at 
11:00 p.m. Before we go to sleep, we do a race 
with remote control cars and eat cereal. When I 
dream I wish Eid was everyday.

Christmas Morning
by Desiree M., Bassett

On Christmas, I see the presents while our 
family opens them. We would either scream 

or yell. I’m always glad we have a Christmas tree, 
because where would Santa put all the presents 

that we get? I always smell the warm pancakes 
and eggs on our plates waiting for us to eat. 

When I see my presents, I always try to touch 
them, so then maybe I could try and guess what 

is inside. That’s why I love Christmas mornings!

Riddles and Surprises
by Sarah L., Westerly

What is the riddle for today going to be? Every 
year my family sets up an advent calendar. 

The advent calendar is three buildings. The build-
ings have doors, windows, and other places that 
are numbered. Every day up to December 25th 
we open a spot. Our mom and dad write riddles 
and put them in the numbered spots. On the day 
of that number, we open the number that goes 
with it. My brother, sister, and I read the riddle. 
We solve the riddle and find a hidden treat or sur-
prise. I really love our advent calendar tradition.
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by donnA WILSon

On Sunday, Dec. 6, Village Bicycle 
Cooperative participated in the 
Cahoon Christmas program. 

Adults and children were able to make 
a free up-cycled sun catcher with paint, 
beads and various sized used 
bike sprockets. The creativ-
ity and fun was obvious as the 
participants showed off their 
unique designs of the sun catch-
ers. Ann Riley, parent of Doug 
and Ella, commented, ”It was 
the best project. Something I 
will keep and use.” The com-
munity was able to also tour 
the co-op and purchase bikes 
or shirts from VBC. 

The first up-cycling work-
shop was held on Nov. 21 
when 20 Cub Scouts from Pack 
729 were able to make a sun 
catcher and also recycled two 
bikes. They were also treated 
to a tour of the facility where 
they learned about how bikes 
are refurbished and finished the 
day with donuts and cider. 

Village Bicycle Cooperative 
continues to provide sustain-
ability projects for our com-
munity either through recycling 

bikes and parts or learning ways to recycle 
bike parts. VBC appreciates and thanks 
all who continue to support us in various 
ways and wishes you a wonderful holi-
day. If you would like to make a charitable 
donation, please visit our website www.
villagebicycle.org for more information. 

Holiday fun 
for all at the 
3rd annual 
Cahoon 
Christmas

HoW MAny reIndeer? Santa shows how many reindeer pull his sleigh as Tom Meyrose of Huntington Playhouse 
recites “‘Twas The night Before Christmas” at the third annual Cahoon Christmas in Bay Village on dec. 6.

Village Bicycle Cooperative 
shines for the holidays

Luke Smillie colors a suncatcher made from a 
bicycle gear as volunteer Lawrence kuh and 
Isabelle Jackson display a completed one.

The third annual Cahoon Christ-
mas kicked off at Bay Village’s 
Cahoon Memorial Park with 

Santa Claus arriving in a fire truck, 
accompanied by a police escort. 
After riding through the city’s streets, 
waving to excited kids of all ages, 
Santa made his grand appearance to 
a packed gathering at the Community 
House.

The annual event, sponsored by 
the Bay Village Kiwanis Club and the 
Bay Village Historical Society, includ-
ed lots of fun provided by many of the 
city’s civic  groups. 

Festivities included Christmas 
carols sung by the Bay High Cho-
raleers and the Citizens for Bay Vil-
lage Community Theater, a children’s 
gingerbread house contest at Rose 
Hill Museum, and crafts for kids at 

booths by the Women’s Club, Bay Vil-
lage Library and the Garden Club. 

Children could have their pic-
tures taken with the Fairytale Foun-
dation Princesses and get a hug from 
a bigger-than-life Snoopy from the  
Friends of the Bay Village Kennel.

Santa capped off the event with 
the lighting of the Christmas tree in 
the Cahoon Park gazebo.

With unseasonably warm weath-
er, it was also the perfect day to get a 
Christmas tree from Bay Kiwanis at 
their annual tree lot. 

Becky Walker proudly shows off her 
winning entry in the gingerbread 
contest at rose Hill Museum.
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Master of ceremonies eric eakin of the Bay Village Historical Society stirs up 
the crowd after the annual Christmas tree lighting at Cahoon Park.
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Your savings could add up to  
hundreds of dollars when you  
put all your policies together  
under our State Farm® roof.
GET TO A BETTER STATE.™ 
CALL ME TODAY.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,  
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

See just how big your  
savings could be.

Discounts as 
big as a house. 
Or condo.
Or apartment.

1103155.1

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher, Agent
24549 Detroit Road, Suite 1

Westlake, OH  44145
Bus: 440-871-3747

www.candicestryker.com

When your teen gets ready  
to drive, we’re there. They  
learn safe driving and you  
get lower rates.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

Better 
teen driving,
bigger 
discounts.

Check out our  
Steer Clear® Program.

1001000.1 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, 
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher, Agent
24549 Detroit Road, Suite 1

Westlake, OH  44145
Bus: 440-871-3747

www.candicestryker.com Saving money is important.  
That’s why you can count  
on me to get you all the 
discounts you deserve.
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

State of
$avings.

Get discounts up to

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL1101282.1

*Discounts vary by state.

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher, Agent
24549 Detroit Road

Westlake, OH  44145
Bus: 440-871-3747

candice.stryker-irlbacher.pici@statefarm.com

40% *
Saving money is important.  
That’s why you can count  
on me to get you all the 
discounts you deserve.
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

State of
$avings.

Get discounts up to

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL1101282.1

*Discounts vary by state.

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher, Agent
24549 Detroit Road

Westlake, OH  44145
Bus: 440-871-3747

candice.stryker-irlbacher.pici@statefarm.com

40% *See why State Farm® insures 
more drivers than GEICO and 
Progressive combined. Great 
service, plus discounts of up 
to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.

Talk to your 
neighbors, 
then talk 
to me.

1001174.1

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher, Agent
24549 Detroit Road

Westlake, OH  44145
Bus: 440-871-3747

candice.stryker-irlbacher.pici@statefarm.com

May all your wishes come true this 
wondrous season. 
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Joyous holiday 
wishes to  
you and your 
family …

from your good neighbor.

1101450.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher CLU, Agent
24549 Detroit Road, Suite 1

Westlake, OH  44145
Bus: 440-871-3747
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1101450.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher CLU, Agent
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Westlake, OH  44145
Bus: 440-871-3747
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May all your wishes come true this 
wondrous season. 
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
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Joyous holiday 
wishes to  
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Candice Stryker-Irlbacher CLU, Agent
24549 Detroit Road, Suite 1

Westlake, OH  44145
Bus: 440-871-3747

www.candicestryker.com

Gives Holiday Cheer

25979 Detroit Road Westlake  440.892.1020
www.kleinhenzjewelers.com

Proud to be Westlake’s First Jeweler
Family Owned Since 1927

A Gift from Kleinhenz Jewelers

Throughout the Years!

18626 Detroit Road, Lakewood | 216-935-9335 | www.ruready2bfit.com

1-ON-1 PERSONAL TRAINING • FITNESS CLASSES • NUTRITIONAL COACHING

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12 & 19
10am – 2pm

OPEN HOUSE

OPEN HOUSE OFFER:
PURCHASE OUR 

UNLIMITED CLASS PACKAGE  
(Regularly $149/month)

FOR 12-MONTH MEMBERSHIP & RECEIVE CLASSES FOR 
$89/MONTH! 

(monthly auto deduction from checking account)

SHOP LOCAL

SHOP LOCAL Small Business Owners Invest In The Community

by LySA STAnTon

Santa Paws will return to the Clague Museum on Sat-
urday, Dec. 19! Santa is excited to visit with his well-
behaved pet friends and is available for photos from 

10 a.m.-4 p.m. The requested donation is $10; please make a 
reservation for your pet in advance by calling 216-848-0680.

The museum will host an Elf Overnight on Friday, Dec. 
18. Check-in for the elves is from 6-8 p.m. While there, you 

and your elf can decorate holiday cookies. You can also 
decorate a personalized ornament and hang it on the tree. 
Enjoy a traditional reading of “’Twas The Night Before 
Christmas” by the tree. Your elf will spend the night at 
the museum. The next morning, you can pick up your 
elf at 9 a.m.  

Don’t forget to pick up some Westlake-themed stock-
ing stuffers while at the museum store! For more infor-
mation, please contact the museum at 216-848-0680. 

holiday happenings at the clague house Museum
Westlake historical society

Pet photos with Santa will be available at the 
Clague Museum dec. 19 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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by MAry SLAMAn

On Dec. 7, 1989, I gave birth to my identical twins. 
I held them in my arms and promised them 
that they would be known and remembered 

and that I would find the answers. Matthew Steven 
survived. Steven James passed away. The experience 
was absolutely devastating. 

My promise led me to start The Twin to Twin Trans-
fusion Syndrome Foundation in Bay Village. It is crucial 
for women to get an ultrasound in the first trimester to 
identify multiples and then to determine whether there 
is one placenta or two. TTTS occurs when there is one 
placenta, extremely rarely with two, where the placenta 
randomly contains abnormal blood vessels connecting 
the circulations of the twins. The placenta sends too much 
blood to one baby, creating excessive amniotic fluid (as 
seen on ultrasound and felt by the mother), and too little 
blood to the other baby creating little to no amniotic fluid.

Both babies are at risk for heart failure, from an 
overloaded cardiovascular system or severe anemia. 
TTTS is not hereditary or genetic, nor is it caused by 

anything the parents did or did not do. It is not some-
thing the babies do to each other. TTTS can happen to 
anyone. The risk of TTTS is at least 20 percent of multiple 
pregnancies that share a single placenta.

I never want another mother to be told there is 
nothing that can be done, as I was. My doctors knew of 
a laser surgery to correct the placental blood vessels, but 
chose not to tell me. They told me about amniocentesis, 
draining the extra amniotic fluid, but said it didn’t work. 
Both these treatments are used frequently today and 
were available then. I was robbed of my son Steven not 
only because of this evil disease, but also because of the 
negligence and ignorance of my doctors. 

In the last 26 years, my foundation has directly 
helped close to 20,000 families and many hundreds of 
thousands via our website. We are the first and only 
international, nonprofit organization in the world solely 
dedicated to fighting TTTS. My promise to my sons is my 
life’s conviction. The Terminal Tower was lit blue on Dec. 
7 to help increase awareness of the fight against TTTS. 

For more information or help, please contact me at 
tttsfoundation.org or 800-815-9211. 

December is international Twin to Twin 
Transfusion Syndrome awareness month

Mary Slaman of Bay Village, who lost one of her 
twins to TTTS, has worked since 1989 to help 
others facing the same diagnosis. on dec. 7, 
the Terminal Tower was lit in blue lights to raise 
awareness.
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By kIM BonVISSuTo

There is a lot of giving going on in 
the Westlake Schools this holiday 
season. Along with the traditional 

hat and mitten trees at the elementary 
schools to supply needy children with 
winter clothing needs, Westlake students 
have organized a variety of community 
service projects.

The Lee Burneson Middle School 
Builder’s Club donated a van full of 
canned food for Thanksgiving to the 
Westlake Assistance program. The club 
also will use its own funds to adopt a 
family this holiday season. Students will 
shop for gifts, wrap them and drop them 
off for the family at the Westlake Com-
munity Services Department.

Dover Intermediate School students, 
led by sixth-grade science teacher John 
Gast, collected and donated toiletries and 
other necessities for the Homeless Out-
reach Program at the Louis Stokes Cleve-
land VA Medical Center. The Outreach 
Program also helps with job placement 

services for veterans, so students 
also collected lightly worn ties and 
new dress shirts/interview attire.

Students in Westlake High 
School teacher Elena Prohaska’s 
computer applications classes 
made Thanksgiving cards for 
residents at the Lutheran Home 
in Westlake. Students used 
Microsoft Publisher to design 
and create cards to wish the resi-
dents a Happy Thanksgiving. The 
cards included fun facts about 
Thanksgiving. The class focuses 
on teaching students how to use 
various applications within the 
Microsoft Office Suite.

Special education students 
in Erin Blahnik’s classes at the 
middle school made and sold dog treat 
jars for the holidays. The reusable treat 
jar was filled with a dozen homemade 
dog treats, a holiday pet bandana scarf, 
and a dog toy.

LBMS National Honor Society mem-
bers assisted as elves and craft helpers at 

the Westlake Early Childhood PTA’s Cook-
ies with Santa event on Dec. 4 at Westlake 
United Methodist Church.

LBMS Student Council is collecting 
donations from each homeroom and 
“stuffing the showcase” with presents 
for students at St. Ignatius of Antioch. 

Each homeroom has a designated gift 
to bring – stuffed animals, board games, 
art supplies or sports gear. Student 
council members will wrap the gifts 
that are collected and deliver them to St. 
Ignatius of Antioch in Cleveland before 
Christmas. 

Westlake students give back

dover Intermediate School students collected toiletries and other necessities for 
homeless veterans.
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by TArA WendeLL

Bay Village native Susan Morrison made history 
last year. That November she was appointed 
to executive pastry chef at the White House, 

becoming the first woman to hold that position.
Morrison first began working at the White House 

in 1995 as a contract pastry employee, and was 
appointed to assistant pastry chef in 2002. In addi-
tion to her other duties, she tended the White House 
bee hive and kitchen garden, two tasks she will carry 
on in her new role.

As executive pastry chef, Morrison is responsible 
for overseeing the day-to-day operation of the pastry 
kitchen in the Executive Residence, as well as creat-
ing and executing dessert menus for all social events 
at the White House including receptions, luncheons 
and state dinners.

And of course, there’s the construction of the 
annual White House gingerbread house. This year’s 

structure is made of 250 pounds of gingerbread, cov-
ered in 150 pounds of dark chocolate. Morrison and 
her staff used another 75 pounds of sugar to create 
the many decorations, including trees, wreaths, Santa 
Claus and his reindeer.

The gingerbread house was officially unveiled 
with the rest of the White House’s festive decor by 
first lady Michelle Obama in early December. Mor-
rison’s creation was the star of the show a week later 
at the annual White House congressional ball. U.S. 
Representative Marcy Kaptur was eager to meet the 
chef who hails from her district and compliment Mor-
rison on her career achievements – and the mammoth 
confection.

“Chef Morrison sets a wonderful example for the 
young people of Northern Ohio,” Rep. Kaptur said in a 
statement. “Her success shows how much the people 
of our region can achieve when we have the passion, 
creativity and work ethic needed to follow our dreams. 
And her gingerbread White House is a sight to see.” 

From Bay Village to the White House

Bay Village native Susan Morrison, pictured here 
sharing a laugh with Jill Biden, serves as the 
executive pastry chef at the White House.
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readers’ opinions

by HArPer TIndALL, BHS junior 

People are like birds; all are unique and 
flourish in different environments. In 
today’s society, however, everyone is 

considered the same, especially in schools. 
People should be educated based on each 
one’s special learning style. In an effort to 
correct the faults of the current system, the 
school system would ideally establish two 
different types of schools for different learn-
ers: the School of Logic and the School of 
Creativity.

In today’s system, all students are forced 
to sit in rows of desks, carry a flimsy hall pass 
in order to use the restroom, and face a con-
stant bombardment of standardized tests. 
All students are graded in the same way and 
school buildings are unfit for learning; there 
is limited climate control, failing infrastruc-
ture, and outdated technology. No student 
learns in the same way; some prefer writing, 
the arts, and creative thinking. Others prefer 
a standard routine and objective, multiple 
choice-based evaluations.

Today’s schools benefit only the strong 
test takers, the logical thinkers. Creative 
thinkers are assumed to be “dumb” and 
“failures.” Albert Einstein once said that if 
you measure the intelligence of a fish by his 
ability to climb a tree, he will always believe 
he is stupid. In other words, if we measure a 

creative thinker by his or her ability to take a 
standardized test, he or she will always feel 
stupid.

To adjust for different learning styles, 
students should be able to separate them-
selves in early elementary school (with guid-
ance) into two different schools: the School 
of Logic and the School of Creativity. At 
the School of Logic, students will be STEM 
focused and measured by objective, multiple 
choice tests. These students will be taught 
by teachers who are IQ-based geniuses in a 
technologically enhanced building. At the 
School of Creativity, students will be focused 
on the arts and measured by subjective, writ-
ing tests. These students will be taught by 
well known “creative geniuses” in a non-
traditional classroom setting.

There will be no bell schedule and stu-
dents will schedule courses that they feel 
they are ready for. Students may attend both 
schools if they feel that their learning style is 
a blend of logic and creativity. This system 
will allow children to flourish and spread 
their wings like beautiful birds leaping from 
the nest.

Though American schools of today limit 
students of different learning styles, society 
can make a change. Schools should help, not 
hinder, different types of learners. Innovation 
and change in schools will usher us into a new 
era of acceptance, equality, and success. 

Proposing an educational shift
by nAnCy BroWn

In 2011, a family from Bay Vil-
lage offered to donate funds 
to build our city a brand new 

kennel. Their offer is still on the 
table. Friends of the Bay Village 
Kennel have been advocating 
since 2011 to have this matter 
placed on the City Council 
agenda so that there could be 
an open public forum allowing 
citywide input.

We have also advocated for a 
part-time animal control officer or 
Bay Village Police Department liai-
son so that all domesticated pets 
would have safe harbor. In August 
2015 Governor Kasich signed into 
law a state budget that includes 
the language that all police officers 
will be trained on how to humane-
ly engage with all domesticated 
animals they encounter daily.

The Friends of the Bay Village 
Kennel support and believe, as 
does our benefactor, that the best 
idea is Mayor Sutherland’s rec-
ommendation to have a kennel of 
similar size to the current kennel 
attached to the back of the police 
garage.

We have had our credentialed 
experts visit the location and 
review all documents that pertain 
to the landfill and current garage. 
An annex of similar size with 
proper containment is legal, safe 
and possible. The only concern 
was raised by BVPD Chief Spaetzel 
about a potential injury from a dog 
bite if the new facility were to be 
centralized at the police station.

We are sure many injuries 
happen in our parks everyday that 
outnumber the likelihood of an 
incident in this area as do some 
directives from the police on what 
to do if you find a loose, domesti-
cated animals.

The Friends of the Bay Vil-
lage Kennel are happy to assist the 
BVPD and residents in some animal 
issues and volunteer at the kennel. 
We are appreciative that the service 
department did minor upgrades to 
the current facility so it is safer, but 
the structure is about 25 years old 
and originally served as a cable 
building.

For for the safety of our city’s 
employees and community let’s 
move forward, let’s do this now and 
let’s do it right! 

Bay Village kennel advocates 
renew call for new structure

by TAk SATo

Recently I talked to a group of seniors 
at the Westlake Center for Commu-
nity Services. Our conversation was 

on Facebook and how it, and other services 
based in the digital world, can help people 
of all ages.

This group consisted of seniors already 
using some sort of technology, like a tradi-
tional computer, and seniors on-the-fence 
in adopting technology. Gauging from the 
questions coming at me, everyone was 
chomping at the bit to learn more!

It wasn’t like that when I started vis-
iting area libraries, senior centers and 
senior communities almost four years 
ago. Back then technology was something 
seniors could ignore and not embrace. 
Seeing the senior demographic becoming 
more curious about the benefits offered 
by the digital world and open to the idea 
of embracing technology is promising 
since even senior services are starting to 
have their footprint in the digital world. 
And like a broken record: technology is in 
every nook and cranny of our lives, so let’s 
benefit from it!

As we are in the midst of the 2015 holi-
day season, you may be thinking about a 
technology gift for yourself or your loved 
ones. Although there are exceptions, for 
many whose needs are basic I continue to 
recommend the “Power of One” devices, 
devices with a touchscreen capabilities 
such as tablets and smartphones, instead of 
traditional computers. Even when there are 
more laptops with touchscreens running 
Microsoft’s Windows operating system, I 
still recommend tablets and smartphones 

running Apple’s iOS or Google’s Android 
operating system for intuitiveness.

I qualify “basic” needs as using digi-
tal world services such as email; social 
media like Facebook; browsing the web 
for entertainment, news and knowledge; 
online banking and bill paying to save on 
stamps, checks and even gas; online shop-
ping; and to stay connected with family 
and friends through video chats. Those are 
my definition of basic needs.

Two of my friends recently shared with 
me one of the many challenges that plague 
seniors when it comes to using traditional 
computers: hand-eye coordination. One 
explained that when you look on the 
screen to position the mouse cursor on the 
button, link, etc., many instinctively look 
down before clicking the mouse button. 
That head movement, in many instances, 
translates to slight muscle movement of 
the hand holding your mouse, resulting 
in the mouse cursor traveling off of the 
desired target. This in turn brings unin-
tended results, like clicking on the wrong 
link, and leads to frustration.

Instead, when you use a Power of One 
device, your finger is the mouse cursor and 
touching the screen is akin to a mouse click 
so there is no coordination of touch and 
sight. Also if you have any disability such as 
visual or hearing impairment, most newer 
iOS and Android systems, combined with 
the hardware’s capability, will support 
transcription through voice recognition 
or audio feedback (read back). In fact even 
yours truly uses the transcription through 
voice recognition frequently on the smart-
phone because my fingers are too big for 
the onscreen keyboard! 

by rJ JoHnSon

Pets teach children responsibil-
ity. If I ever write a book, that 
may be part of the title. “Pets 

Teach Children Responsibility: And 
Fifty Other Lies People Tell.”

A friend recently stopped over 
with his two sons. The boys were 
enamored with our cat and dog. 
“We’ve been talking with the boys 
about getting either a cat or a dog,” 
he said.

“We’ll take care of it,” said the 
oldest boy.

We’ll take care of it. I know they 
believe those words when they say 
them. I remember thinking the same 
thing when I was growing up. My 
sister always wanted a horse. I grew 
up on five acres, so a horse just made 
sense to her. “I’ll take care of it,” she 
would say.

My parents were wise. We never 
got a horse. We had two dogs, a Sibe-
rian Husky and a Scottish Terrier. My 
sister was in charge of feeding the 
dogs. I was in charge of watering the 
dogs. My parents were in charge of 
cleaning up the results of feeding 
and watering the dogs. Even though 
my sister and I had responsibilities, 
I cannot say we became entirely 
responsible. Late in the evening, my 
mother would often ask, “Did you 
feed and water the dogs?”

With a regular frequency, we had 
to admit that we forgot.

Our children will feed and water 
the cat and dog. They will not do it by 

their own initiative, but they will do 
it if we tell them to do it. The cat will 
shred any paper he can get his paws 
on if he has not been fed on time. 
You might think this would serve 
as a signal to the children that they 
should feed him. Instead they will 
scold the cat until either my wife or I 
say, “Please go feed the cat.”

The dog will push her food dish 
across the kitchen floor, then look 
longingly at the closest person. Again, 
this signal seems obvious to me. It is 
not so obvious to my children. One 
night my son asked, “Do you think 
that means she wants to be fed?”

It took all of my parental restraint 
to say something other than, “Well … 
duh.”

“You’ll probably want some 
practice taking care of a cat,” I said 
to the elder of my friend’s sons, “I 
think his litter box might need to be 
cleaned.”

He looked at his dad. “Sure,” said 
my friend, “it would be good practice 
for you to clean the litter box.”

The boy looked back and forth 
between the two of us, trying to figure 
out if we were serious. “That’s okay,” 
he finally said. “I’ll wait until we have 
our own cat.”

Pets may not teach children 
responsibility, but they do teach chil-
dren other lessons. They teach chil-
dren that you never have complete 
control over another living thing. 
They teach children lessons about 
love. It’s up to the parents to teach 
responsibility. 

Pets and responsibility 
fAMILy OBSERVAtIOnS

Gifting the ‘Power of One’
thE DIGItAL WORLD
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Westlake porter puBlic liBrary

Upcoming events at Westlake Porter Public library

by TaRa Mcguinness

If you receive an e-reader this holiday 
season and want help on how to get 
started with downloadables on the 

Cuyahoga County Public Library’s website, 
please join us at the Bay Village branch 
library on Wednesday nights from 6:30-8 
p.m. A librarian can help get you started on 
your way to searching and downloading 
books, music, and movies on your device.

Our storytimes will start back up the 
first week of January. See below for days 
and times.

*The library will be closed on Dec. 24, 25, 
26, 27, 31 and Jan. 1.

CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT

Tuesday, Dec. 15 to Wednesday, Dec. 
23 (all day) MAke And TAke SeASonAL 
CrAfT – Stop by and make a craft to take 
home.

Thursday, Dec. 17 (4 p.m.) CookIeS 
And BookS – Children in grades 3-4 are 
invited to join us to discuss “The Invention 
of Hugo Cabret” by Brian Selznick. Copies 
of the book are available one month before 

the discussion. A parent/guardian must 
sign a release form before the program. 
Refreshments sponsored by the Friends 
of the Bay Village Library.

SToryTIMeS: Caregivers and their chil-
dren are invited to enjoy rhymes, songs, 
fingerplays, books and stories together. No 
registration is required.

•	 Monday, Jan. 4 (10 a.m.) ToddLer 
SToryTIMe – ages 19-35 months.

•	 Tuesday, Jan. 5 (10 a.m.) ToddLer 
SToryTIMe – ages 19-35 months.

•	 Tuesday, Jan. 5 (6:45 p.m.) fAMILy 
SToryTIMe – for all ages

•	 Wednesday, Jan. 6 (10 a.m.) BABy 
And Me SToryTIMe – ages birth-18 
months

•	 Thursday, Jan. 7 (10 a.m.) Pre-
SCHooL SToryTIMe – ages 3-5 (not 
yet in kindergarten)

•	 Thursday, Jan. 7 (6:45) SenSory 
SToryTIMe - Geared for children who 
are developmentally at the preschool 
level and specifically designed for 
children with special needs and their 
families. The program incorporates a 
scheduled board, double visuals and 
sensory opportunities for participants 
as well as socialization time following 
the program.

•	 Friday, Jan. 8 (10 a.m.) fAMILy STo-
ryTIMe - for all ages

TEEN DEPARTMENT

Thursday, Dec. 17 (3 p.m.) TWeen 
Book dISCuSSIon – Join us for “book 

soup,” a discussion about all the great 
books you are reading!

ADULT DEPARTMENT

Tuesday, Dec. 15 (7 p.m.) ALL CLeVe-
LAnd ACCeSS: THe roCk And roLL 
PHoTogrAPHy of JAneT MACoSkA 
– Join Bay Village author Peter Chakerian 
and photojournalist Janet Macoska as they 
present their new book, “All Access Cleve-
land: The Rock and Roll Photography of 
Janet Macoska.” A book sale and signing 
will follow the presentation. This event is 
sponsored by the Friends of the Bay Village 
Branch.

Wednesday, Dec. 16 (7 p.m.) CreATe 
greeTIng CArdS – This program for 
adults will consist of writing and designing 
greeting cards using different techniques 
and equipment.

Thursday, Dec. 17 (7 p.m.) AuTHor 
dennIS MAnoLoff: froM AndreWS 
To ZASTudIL – Join us as Dennis Manol-
off presents his book, “From Andrews to 
Zastudil: A Collection of the Plain Dealer 
Sportswriter Dennis Manoloff’s Favorite 
Interviews.” A book sale and signing will 
follow.

Wednesday, Jan. 13 (7 p.m.) froM 
refugee To neIgHBor - Through the 
showing of several, short documentary-
style films, this presentation opens a com-
munity conversation about Cleveland’s 
changing diversity in culture and popula-
tion, thanks to the arrival of refugees to 
our community. Members of the Refugee 
Services Collaborative of Greater Cleve-
land will address myths about these new-
comers, and offer stories and data to spark 
added discussion about future opportuni-
ties for Cleveland.

Please register to attend any programs 
online at www.cuyahogalibrary.org, 
call 440-871-6392 or stop in at 502 
Cahoon Road. 

Upcoming programs                     
at the bay Village branch library

Bay village Branch liBrary

by eLAIne WILLIS

Wednesdays, Dec. 16, 23 and 30 
(10:15 & 11 a.m.) LeT’S SIng And 
dAnCe! – Sing and move to the music 
with Miss Nancy! For children ages 2-6 
with a caregiver. Please arrive early to 
receive a ticket.

Wednesday, Dec. 16 (2 p.m.) 
WedneSdAy AfTernoon Book 
dISCuSSIon – The November selection 
is “The Gift” by Cecelia Ahern.

Wednesdays, Dec. 16, 23 and 30 
(4-5:30 p.m.) and Thursday, Dec. 17 
(6:30-8 p.m.) BoW WoW BookS – 
Stop by the Youth Services Department 
and sign your child up for a 10-minute 
reading time with a reading therapy dog! 
Bring your own book or choose one of 
ours. Registration begins each Wednes-
day at 3:30 p.m. and each Thursday at 
6 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 16 (6-8:30 p.m.) 
“STAr WArS” Pre-reLeASe PArTy – 
Join us as we watch the original movie in 
the series in preparation for the upcom-
ing release of the latest. Talk “Star Wars” 
with other fans and enter to win movie 
tickets or a gift card. Please register.

Friday, Dec. 18 (10 a.m.-noon) Por-
Ter’S fIBer fAnATICS – A time for 

needlecrafters to share, solve problems, 
and show off.

Friday, Dec. 18 (10-10:45 a.m.) CoMe 
PLAy WITH Me! – Open playtime with 
age-appropriate toys. For children ages 
2-5 with a caring adult. Siblings wel-
come! Registration begins Dec. 11.

Friday, Dec. 18 (1-2:30 p.m.) fAn-
TASTIC frIdAyS – Fantastic Friday is 
a great day for homeschoolers! Every 
month we’ll explore a new topic with 
related activities. Ages 6-12. Registration 
begins Dec. 11.

Saturday, Dec. 19 (10:30-11 a.m.) 
MoTHer gooSe on THe LooSe! – An 
interactive storytime featuring simple 
books, rhymes, songs and movement. 
For ages birth-3 with an adult caregiver.

Saturday, Dec. 19 (11 a.m.-4 p.m.) eLf 
ACAdeMy – Santa is extra busy this year 
and needs your help. Visit the Youth Ser-
vices Department, join in our reindeer 
games, and train to become a “Certified 
Elf” by completing several elf-ercises. 
Just drop in! While supplies last.

Saturday, Dec. 19 (2-3 p.m.) HoLIdAy 
CreATureS – Let your imagination be 
your guide when you create holiday 
creatures from cornstarch clay. Ages 
10-12. Registration begins Dec. 12.

Saturday, Dec. 19 (4-5 p.m.) fuLL 
STeAM AHeAd – Each session will 
explore a different aspect of STEAM 
learning. This month we’ll focus on 
library databases. Grades 3 and 4. Reg-
istration begins Dec. 12.

Mondays, Dec. 21 and 28 and Tues-
day, Dec. 29 (2-4 p.m.) MoVIeS @ 
THe LIBrAry! – Join us during Winter 
Break for movie matinees featuring an 
alien trying to find his way home, a live-
action version of a Disney princess with 
a glass slipper and the “inside” story of 
a girl’s emotions! All ages. Registration 
begins one week before each session. 
All movies rated PG.

Monday, Dec. 21 (7-8:30 p.m.) MAker 
CLuB: TeCH THe HALLS – Lights blink-
ing in time to festive music. Dancing 
Santas. Singing trees. Discover the 
technology behind your favorite (and 
your neighbors’ least favorite) holiday 
decorations, and create a take-home 
project of your own! Part of the Maker 
Club, which celebrates STEAM initia-
tives (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Arts, and Math) and meets one Monday 
each month. Please register.

Thursday, Dec. 24 and Friday, Dec. 25 
– LIBrAry CLoSed for CHrISTMAS

Saturday, Dec. 26 (2-3 p.m.) BrICk 
BuILderS And JunIor BrICk 
BuILderS MeeT uP! – Love those 
LEGO bricks? Then bring your ideas and 
imagination to this meet up for junior 
and expert brick builders! All Duplo and 
Lego bricks provided. For ages 3-12.

Sunday, Dec. 27 (2-3:30 p.m.) Bore-
doM BuSTerS! – Are you bored? Drop 
by the Storytime Room and join in the 
fun! We will have different activities 
available each month. All ages welcome! 
Children under age 9 must be accompa-
nied by an adult.

Monday, Dec. 28 (1-7 p.m.) AMerI-
CAn red CroSS BLoodMoBILe

Thursday, Dec. 31 (11:15 a.m.-noon) 
CounTdoWn To noon fAMILy 
SToryTIMe – Join us for a special New 
Year’s Eve family storytime celebrating 
our favorite stories, songs and rhymes. 
We’ll make a simple craft and do our 
own early countdown to 12:00 (noon). 
Ages 3-5. Registration begins Dec. 24.

Thursday, Dec. 31 – neW yeAr’S eVe: 
LIBrAry CLoSeS AT 5 P.M.

To register for any of the programs, visit 
westlakelibrary.evanced.info or call 
440-871-2600. 

by SArAH PoLACe

The Bay Village Branch Library 
will offer Sensory Storytime 
every Thursday evening from 

6:45-7:15 p.m. beginning Jan. 7. This 
weekly storytime is an extension of 
the monthly sensory programs previ-
ously held on Saturday mornings.

The storytime is open to chil-
dren with special needs who are 
developmentally at the preschool 
level and their families. The liter-
acy-based program uses double 
visuals of books and flannel boards 
to accommodate the various ways 
children listen and learn. Music and 
movement are included and dancing 
with scarves and ribbons adds to the 
sensory experience. Walking on a bal-
ance beam and interactive rhymes 
and songs round out the program. 
A schedule board is used so the chil-
dren know what to expect and they 
quickly learn that each storytime 
ends with bubbles! The program is 
followed by a half-hour of socializa-
tion time.

Most importantly, this is a judg-
ment-free storytime, designed for 
children for whom a traditional sto-
rytime is simply too difficult. Attend-
ees can be assured the presenters will 
support their needs allowing families 
to have a positive library experience 
together.

Sensory Storytimes have been 
part of the library’s program offerings 
for several years and we are pleased to 
offer it weekly now. 

sensory storytimes 
to be held weekly at 
Bay village library

PLEASE PROOF READ FOR ACCURACY

LOST- 
Family Booklet 

I lost my Jordanian Family Booklet. 
If anyone finds it, please return it 
to the nearest police department. 

Abdelwahab Daoud Ali Shalodi
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Nov. 21 & 22
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Nov. 1 issue 7.21

BAyarts annual holiday 
trunk show in review
by JeSSICA SToCkdALe

The annual BAYarts Trunk Show 
took place on Dec. 11 and 
was highly attended. Vendors 

included Lake Girl, The Leaf, Alche-
mary, Bellatrix Jewelry and Images 
in Bloom. With festive music, lights, 

and handmade goodies, the BAYarts 
campus was a destination for all com-
munity members that night. For those 
who were unable to attend, or still 
need gifts, the Tall Walls exhibition of 
affordable wall art, and the holiday 
shop, are both open at BAYarts until 
Christmas Eve. 

Bayarts

Visitors browse the many gift ideas at the BAyarts Trunk Show on dec. 11.

by Wendy HAnnA

The new Wild Pals 
a n i m a l  a d o p -
tion program at 

Lake Erie Nature & Sci-
ence Center provides a 
refreshed offering of the 
previous adopt-an-ani-
mal program, focusing on 
native wildlife and provid-
ing increased educational 
content for supporters. 
Through the generous 
support of donors, this 
program helps to offset 
the costs of medical care, 
food and maintenance for 
the animals on exhibit and 
used in educational pro-
gramming.

Eighteen native species such as 
bald eagle, great horned owl, eastern 
fox snake and waterfowl are avail-
able for adoption for varying peri-
ods of time, allowing donors to cus-
tomize their support. All Wild Pals 
adopters receive a certificate and 
photograph of the animal. They also 
receive a fact sheet full of valuable 
information on the animal they’ve 
chosen to support.

“Education is our mission and 
the Wild Pals program provided us 
with another outlet to be able to 

further this work,” says Catherine 
Timko, the Center’s executive direc-
tor. These fact sheets were created by 
wildlife staff and include interesting 
and edifying information about diet, 
habitat, geographic range, breeding 
habits and more.

Contributions made to Wild Pals 
allow staff to continue their exem-
plary care of the animals on exhibit 
at the Center. More information 
about the Wild Pals program can be 
found at www.lensc.org or by calling 
440-871-2900. 

The snowshoe hare can be supported through 
the Wild Pals program. The fact sheet for 
donors explains the difference between hares 
and rabbits.

Wild Pals program provides 
education and support

lake erie nature & science center

by JeAn SMITH

The lobby of Westlake Porter 
Public Library is looking a little 
brighter and more festive thanks 

to the Westlake Garden Club. On Nov. 
30, Marsha McEntee, Kathy Bruening, 
Cathy Karls, Regina McCarthy, Marga-
ret Schulz, Carolyn Steigman and Jean 
Smith gathered to decorate the holiday 
tree at the library. 

This year’s theme is a Winter 
Woodlands Christmas with many owls, 
animals, pine cones and other natu-
ral materials decorating the tree, and 

animals on the floor around the tree. 
This is the fourth year the garden 

club has decorated a tree at the library. 
The garden club bought the tree and 
lights and members provide the orna-
ments, usually making some decora-
tions at a workshop in late November. 
This is a fun project for the garden club 
and we know the staff and visitors to 
the library enjoy our efforts. 

Everyone is so busy at this time of 
year, but we hope you make a point to 
stop at the library during this holiday 
season to enjoy the tree.  Happy Holi-
days! 

Westlake garden Club 
spruces up library lobby

garden club members, from left: Marsha Mcentee, Cathie karls, Carolyn 
Steigman, Jean Smith, regina McCarthy, kathy Bruening, Margaret Schulz.
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Don’t forget to 
put me on your 
Christmas list!
Treat your pet to our

at-home pet care.

HOT DIGGITY DOG, INC.
• Professional Pet Care Services

• Personal In-Home Care For Your Pets

440-871-9245
Bonded & Insured

www.hotdiggitydogusa.com
Proud to be part of the Bay Village Community
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PLEASE PROOFREAD.

St. BarnaBaS EpiScopal church
468 Bradley road, Bay Village
www.stbarnabasbv.org • (440) 871-6200

Join use for a stress-free 
Christmas pageant and 

Holy Communion.
Christmas EvE 5:00 p.m.

Christmas Pageant and holy Communion
We have costumes for any child who wants 

to be in the pageant.

Christmas morning 10:00 a.m.
holy Communion and Carols

Bay United Methodist Church
29931 Lake Road

440-871-2082
www.bayumc.org

Christmas Eve Services
5:00 p.m. – Family Service
A children’s Christmas pageant. 

7:00 and 9:00 p.m.
Hymns, Special Music, Christmas 

Meditation and Candlelighting

WOrshiP 
together thIS 
hOLIDAy SEASOn

Celebrate With Us!
December 24th at 

CHRIST CHURCH WESTSHORE

Family Service with Communion 
4:00 PM 

Featuring our Children’s Choir

Lessons & Carols with Communion 
7:00 PM

There will be a candle waiting for you!

PLEASE PROOFREAD. 

Come join us for Christmas services
Sunday, December 20 at 10:00 a.m.
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Thursday, December 24 at 6:30 p.m.
Parkside Church of the Nazarene
23600 Hilliard Blvd., Westlake
(Corner of Clague & Hilliard)
www.parknaz.org

Sundays  9 am / 11 am     Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  8 pm

Unity Spiritual Center   23855 Detroit Rd, Westlake    www.UnitySpiritualCenter.com/Christmas

Dec 6 Making Peace with Christmas Questions
Dec 13 Finding Love in Christmas Past & Present
Dec 20 Experience Joy in the Precious Present
Dec 24 The Christmas Story
Dec 27  Out of the Fire & Into the Light 

(Annual Burning Bowl/White Stone) 

Christmas at Unity
RELEVANT, MEANINGFUL, DEEPLY SPIRITUAL

by rector gene SHerMAn, Christ Church Westshore

Christmas 2015 has arrived and I hope for you and 
your family, you will have the opportunity to take 
a deep breath and relax amid the frenetic pace 

of the season. Like every year, this Christmas season 
will be filled with joy and much activity. Cookies are 
baked, cards sent, school concerts are performed, and 
presents of all shapes and sizes will be exchanged. We 
all have been on the lookout since Thanksgiving for the 

perfect gift, the one that will bring great delight to our 
loved ones.

And as always, you know the story of what Christ-
mas is all about. You know the characters, you know the 
plot and you know the climax. I know that you know all 
of that, but I would ask you to stop for a moment and 
reflect with me. It’s the Christmas story – Christ’s mass 
story. You’ve made this journey, what – 15, 25, 45, maybe 
90 times! Is this story nothing more than a Christmas Day 
yawn for you? Or, are you amazed all over again?

Has familiarity bred contempt this Christmas? Or 
does your face light up like a Christmas tree when you 
hear of the star lighting up the Bethlehem night sky? 
Have you let the miraculous become mundane, or do 
you still marvel at the shepherds running to Bethlehem 
to see the babe lying in a manger?

It’s Christmas! I invite you to join us on Christmas 
Eve at Christ Church Westshore in Bay Middle School, 
at 4 p.m. for a family service with Communion or at 7 
p.m. for lessons and carols with Communion, and run 
to the Savior born in Bethlehem – because it’s true! And 
because the narrative is true – we have hope for today 
and the future! Merry Christmas. 

Finding joy in the Christmas story
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JOIN US FOR CHRISTMAS SERVICES
AND SHARE THE GLORIOUS NEWS

OF OUR SAVIOR’S BIRTH.

SERVICE SCHEDULE

DEC. 24th — Family Contemporary Service 5:00 pm

Traditional Worship Service 5:00 pm

Contemporary Worship Service 7:00 pm

Traditional Worship Service 7:00 pm

Traditional Worship Service 11:00 pm

DEC. 25th — Traditional Worship Service 10:00 am

DEC. 31st — Traditional Worship Service 7:00 pm

For further information, call the 
church office at (440) 835-3050

St. Paul Lutheran 
Church & School

27993 Detroit Road, Westlake 44145
www.stpaulwestlake.org

EXPERIENCE THE JOY OF THE SEASON WITH US AT

St.PaulXmasAd_Observer-’12_St.PaulXmasAd_Color-’10  12/16/12  8:46 PM  Page 1

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2014 WBVO

Love God Passionately, Love People Genuinely

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, 6 - 7 PM 
Worship Each Sunday, 10:30 AM 

OurCrossPointe.com 
1800 Columbia Rd… Westlake, 44145 

Rev. Nelson Blount, Pastor 

Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service, 6-7 pm

Worship Each Sunday, 10:30 AM
OurCrossPointe.com

1800 Columbia Road • Westlake
Rev. Nelson Blount, Pastor

St. Raphael Catholic Church 
525 Dover Center Rd., Bay Village 

 
Christmas Mass Schedule 

 
   Christmas Eve: Christmas Day: 
     4:00 pm Church/PAC   8:00 am Church 
     8:00 pm Church 10:00 am Church 
   10:00 pm Church 12:00 pm Church 
 
                 440-871-1100 

Christmas Eve, Thur. Dec. 24
Family Service 5:00 p.m. 

Candlelight Service 10:00 p.m.
Please join our Advent Family as we

celebrate the birth of Jesus.
The Rev. RJ Johnson • 3760 Dover Center Road, Westlake

www.adventwestlake.org • 440-871-6685

Advent Episcopal ChurchPLEASE PROOFREAD. 

St. James Anglican 
Catholic Church

1861 East 55th St. 
at Payne Ave. in Cleveland

Sung Mass 10:30 a.m. Sundays

Wed., Dec. 23, 10am - Feria
Thurs, Dec. 24, 10:30pm - Vigil of the Nativity

Fri., Dec. 25, 10am - Nativity of the Lord
www.saintjamescleveland.com

216-431-3252

WOrshiP together thIS hOLIDAy SEASOn

by shaRon FedoR

There is no denying it, we live 
in an age of convenience; we 
value things that give us the 

gift of no fuss. Take food for exam-
ple, many meals are prepared in the 
microwave because it’s quick and 
convenient. Almost gone are meals 
cooked from scratch on a daily basis. 
Have we sacrificed quality for conve-
nience? Many of us would agree there 
is nothing like a home cooked meal, 
but on the other hand many wouldn’t 
be without a microwave. 

Television can do a world of 
good, and churches and centers 
across the country have boarded the 
technology bandwagon as well. So 
why not just get up on Sunday morn-
ing, grab a cup of coffee or orange 
juice, stay in your PJ’s, turn on the TV 
and see what one of the popular TV 

ministers has on their minds? It gets 
back to quality over convenience! It’s 
not to say that some of the popular 
TV ministers are without a good 
message, many deliver fine, uplift-
ing sermons, but there is a vitality, an 
essence of humanity that is missing. 

Here’s a rough idea of what you 
might be missing by sitting in front of 
the TV. The feeling of acceptance just 
for being you. The TV doesn’t care if 
you are there or not; miss a TV week, 
you are not missed. Many people 
tell me they come to church for their 
heart, like the feeling of a welcom-
ing hug or a handshake that affirms 
your being. Some come for the con-
nection, like a smile from another, a 
stranger or a friend, that warms the 
heart. Others, I know, come for the 
words, the message of the minister, or 
those from a friend that key into the 
needs of your heart and soul.

You may be given the chance to 
express that you love or appreciate 
someone, or that you miss them. It 
may be that you listen to a troubled 
heart. It may be the chance to per-
form sacred service, even sing with 
the choir. It may be the peace that 
envelops you as you sit in silence, 
away from this very hectic, gifted, 
re-gifted, commercialized time of 
the year. It may be the opportunity 
to thank and hug the minister after 
service, to stand beside another and 
sing a song of peace, or just have 
coffee after service with a like-mind-
ed friend.  

Unity Spiritual Center of West-
lake is an accepting, caring commu-
nity of real people, and we invite you 
to join us any Sunday at our 9 a.m. or 
11 a.m. service. Christmas Eve Service 
brings a very special light into hearts 
designed to love, held at 8 p.m. Turn 
off the TV, take a break from electron-
ics, come together for a closer con-
nection to God and humanity.      

sunday tv or sunday service
By ALexAnder nALBACH

Clague Playhouse, 1371 Clague Road, 
Westlake, will hold auditions for Tom 
Dudzick’s comedy-drama, “Miracle on 

South Division Street,” on Dec. 15 and 16 at 
7:30 p.m. This is the story of the Nowak family, 
a lovable blue-collar clan of four dysfunctional 
adults from Buffalo, New York, whose matriarch, 
Clara, fervently protects the family’s 20-foot-tall 
shrine to the Blessed Virgin Mary. The statue 
was built by her father, who claimed to have 
once had a vision of Mary in his barbershop. 
But now, a deathbed confession begins to test 
the family’s faith. 

Performance dates will be March 11 through 
April 3. There are parts for three adult females 
and one adult male. All four characters are 
beautifully developed and nuanced. Clara, the 
mother, is in her 60s and her children, Beverly, 
Ruth, and Jimmy, are in their 30s. Auditions will 
involve readings from the script. 

Clague Playhouse auditions for 
‘Miracle on South Division Street’
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Luxury Town Cars
& SUVs at Taxi Prices
For All Your Transportation Needs

“We deliver people”

Email: JimsLiveryServiceLLC@gmail.com
Go to: JimsTaxiLimo.com

Call JLS 216-390-5610

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2015WBVO

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

620 Dover 
Center Rd.

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-6 pm. Closed Sun.

440-871-0899

Jim Sgro’s 
Village Barber 

Shop

 Lamp Repair - Reasonable Rates
“Let me brighten up your day”
FLOOR LAMPS, TABLE LAMPS,
DESK LAMPS, WALL SCONCES

No Floor Swivel Lamps, Please

Ray the Lamp Guy

Lifelong Bay resident • Retired school bus driver

440-871-4389

Wednesday, Dec. 16, 7:30 p.m.
Bay Village Community Band 
Concert
Come and enjoy the songs of the 
Christmas season! This year’s concert 
will feature the classics as well as our 
annual audience sing-a-long. Free.
Bay Middle School, 27725 Wolf Rd. 

Thursday, Dec. 17, 6:30-8 p.m.
Big Emotions: Sadness, for Those 
Touched by Cancer
Explore emotions and learn coping 
strategies that can improve quality 
of life when coping with a cancer 
diagnosis. Call 216-595-9546 or visit 
www.touchedbycancer.org for more 
information. Free.
The Gathering Place, 800 Sharon Dr., 
Westlake

Thursday, Dec. 17, 7-8 p.m.
Toastmasters Meeting
Find out how Toastmasters can 

help you overcome your fears of 
speaking, develop better speaking 
and presentation skills, learn to think 
quickly and clearly on your feet, build 
strong leadership and mentoring skills, 
and open doors in your personal and 
professional life. Contact: Mary Anne, 
216-374-3205,
Unity Spiritual Center, 23855 Detroit Rd., 
Westlake

Friday, Dec. 18, 6-8 p.m.
Elf Overnight at the Clague  House
One night a year the elves take over 
the museum. Bring your elf to the 
museum  and enjoy holiday treats 
before tucking your elf in for the night. 
You may pick up your elf on Dec. 19 at 
9 a.m. Contact the museum at 216-848-
0680 to make your elf reservation.
Clague House Museum, 1371 Clague Rd., 
Westlake

Friday, Dec. 18, and Saturday, Dec. 
19, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Journey to Bethlehem Live Nativity
For the 16th year, more than 50 
members and friends of the Redeemer 
congregation will participate in this 
holiday tradition for area families. 
The interactive story of the Nativity 
features live animals, uplifting music, 
refreshments and more! Visit King 
Herod, shepherds, angels, the Magi and 
the Baby Jesus, the real reason for the 
season. More information at corucc.org 
or 440-331-0834. The journey is free 
and everyone is welcome.
Church of the Redeemer, 23500 Center 
Ridge Rd., Westlake

Saturday, Dec. 19, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Pet Photos With Santa
Santa Paws will be on hand to take 
photos with your well-behaved pets. 
Please call the museum to reserve your 
time, 216-848-0680.

Clague House Museum, 1371 Clague Rd., 
Westlake

Sunday, Dec. 20, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Winter Solstice Celebration
It’s the longest night of the year and 
we’ve filled it with all sorts of great 
family fun – hikes on a wintry trail, 
visits with nighttime animals and 
a family holiday activity. Visit the 
planetarium to learn about what a 
solstice is and experience the night 
sky. Be sure to find a few minutes to 
relax by the crackling fire. Please dress 
for the weather. For all ages. Please 
register in advance, lensc.org. Fee: $7/
person.
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, 28728 
Wolf Rd., Bay Village

Tuesday, Dec. 22, 7 p.m.
Citizens for Bay Village Community 
Theater Meeting
We will give updates of current board 

activities and vote for adoption of our 
bylaws (which may be reviewed on 
our Facebook page or the documents 
section of our website, baytheater.org. 
To be considered a general member 
you are required to sign in at the 
meeting and pay $1. All are welcome 
to attend.
Bay Village Police Station, community 
room, 28000 Wolf Rd.

Saturday, Dec. 26, 7 p.m.
Christmas Time Around the World 
Concert
The 60-member Rocky River 
Community Chorus under the 
direction of Emily Ortolano presents 
its Christmas concert followed by the 
Rocky River Community Band. There 
will be a reception after the concert for 
all attendees. The concert is free.
Rocky River Senior Center Auditorium, 
21016 Hilliard Blvd.

by TAMMy BerTrAnd

More than 250 chamber members celebrated the holiday season at Dave & 
Buster’s in Westlake for the final Power of More event of the year. Many raffles 
and prizes were given out throughout the evening as well as a $1,000 check to 

one lucky golfer from the summer’s five chamber golf outings. John Allensworth from 
Montrose Auto Group announced he will be once again giving away a new Kia Optima  
lease for next year’s Power of More grand prize drawing. Guests enjoyed a wonderful 
buffet from Dave & Busters as well as a video montage of photos from the year’s past 
events. The newest Power of More sponsors were also introduced: Ray’s Auto and Truck 
in Avon, Panera Bread, Bass Ohio Realty and Burntwood Tavern. 

Power of More ends the year at Dave & Buster’s
West shore chaMBer of coMMerce
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holly lane student 
places 2nd in 
coloring contest

Westlake city schools

by kIM BonVISSuTo

Holly Lane third-grader Paige Bam-
merlin won second place in the North 
Eastern Ohio Fire Protection Associa-

tion’s fire safety coloring contest. This year’s 
theme was “Earl says, ‘Hear my beep where 
you sleep!’ Have a grown up install photoelectric smoke 
alarms in and outside of your bedroom,” featuring the 
association’s smoke alarm character, Earl Lee Warning. 
Paige’s entry featured Earl exclaiming, “Smoke is no joke! 

Drop to the floor and crawl to the door!”
On Dec. 2, local and regional firefighters presented 

Paige with a plaque during the school’s monthly Wise 
Owl Wednesday assembly. 
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Holly Lane third-grader Paige Bammerlin is presented 
with a plaque by Middleburg Heights assistant fire 
chief John desmarteau, who is president of the 
neofPA, Westlake assistant fire chief Mike freeman 
and Westlake fire Lt. greg Mortus.

Judi Cunningham, nancy kelly and Todd Wearsh enjoy the chamber 
holiday party at dave & Buster’s on dec. 8.

Paige’s coloring contest entry.

Who contributes to    
the Observer?

More than 700 community members 
of all ages have joined in to share their 
stories, photos and community events. 

Can I participate?
YES! the observer is open to all bay 

Village and Westlake residents who 
want to participate in sharing positive 
news. It’s fun, easy and free to become 

an Observer. Visit our website at 
wbvobserver.com and click on Member 
Center to sign up and be a part of this 

growing community project! 
Questions? Contact us at 440-409-0114 

or email staff@wbvobserver.com. 


